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By Judy True 
Editor-in-Chief 

W ith the hotbed of terrorism spreading, Russia 
expanding its “playground” in the Balkans, and world 
leaders meeting, talking, and looking at one another 
seeking a leader, what place does the United States 
currently have in this continual popularity contest?  
We like to think the United States is the “world’s 
leader,” but is that how others view us?  Media  
reports vary widely—from the global image rebound-
ing to the global image at its lowest ebb in years. 
 
The U.S. struggle to be the world leader is not new. 
Concern over how we are perceived is not new.  I 
remember reading the best seller, The Ugly      
American, by Eugene Berdick and William Lederer 
(1958) after the book had been made into a movie 
(1963) starring Marlon Brando.  A notorious book at 
the time, the U.S. Department of State attacked the 
truthfulness of the authors, suggesting they were 
traitors.  The theme of the novel was governmental 
incompetence.  Presidents John F. Kennedy and 
Richard Nixon both cited the book and its position 
that only small-scale field actions could defeat    
communism in Southeast Asia—not the efforts of 
bungling bureaucrats schmoozing with political    
insiders.  The title of the book and the movie referred 
to the ugly behavior of American government     
employees, while the term “Ugly American” came to 
mean loud, ostentatious U.S. visitors abroad. 
  
An earlier book, The Quiet American (Graham 
Greene, 1955), was published in the United       
Kingdom and later in the states.  Films followed   
with one starring Michael Caine who was nominated 
for a best actor award for his performance.  Review-
er Robert Gorham Davis noted that America was    
depicted by Greene as a nation of obtuse,          
destructive, materialistic, idealistic innocents.  Not 
surprising, American readers were incensed by the 
less than flattering portrayal. 
 
Cultural critic Martha Bayles recently addressed the 
current challenges to America’s diplomats and   
others as she described the condition of our national 
image in Through a Screen Darkly (January 2014).   
 

 
Reviewers succinctly point out the condition of the 
American image spelled out by Bayles: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
World leaders recently united, linked their arms, and 
marched in Paris in defiance of terrorism.  More than 
40 world leaders set their differences aside to create 
an historic event.  The United States was noticeably 
absent.  Neither President Barack Obama, U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry, nor any other        
governmental representative from the United States 
was on hand—not even Attorney General Eric   
Holder who was in Paris at the time and skipped the 
event. 
 
What adjectives describe us now?  Cowardly?  Isola-
tionistic?  Naive?  Gullible? Reluctant? Ineffectual? 
 
Perhaps a different administration will bring an 
experienced leader who will help us regain more 
positive adjectives for our national image.  One 
can only hope.  
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Martha Bayles takes a tough, piercing and  
very thoughtful look at how Americans and our 
culture are perceived and often misunderstood 
in the increasingly connected global           
community. She demonstrates how critical it is 
that our government return to vigorous public 
diplomacy to showcase the best of America—
our deep commitment to democracy, freedom 
and human rights and the innate optimism and 
hope that is at the core of our culture.—
(Nicholas Burns, Harvard University and former 
Under Secretary of State) 

Public Diplomacy is the weakest aspect of 
U.S. engagement with the rest of the world. 
Martha Bayles here offers a well-researched 
explanation of why Americans are the worst 
propagandists in the world.  This valuable 
book should help the American public as well 
as foreign policy establishment understand 
their country's global image problem.—
(Husain Haqqani, former Ambassador of  
Pakistan to the United States) 

EDITORIAL 

PUBLISHER 
Georgia Federation of Republican Women 



3 

3 

The Federation 

 

Mission: Educating and Empowering Women for Better Government 

     3 

 

 

VOICES & VIEWS 

 

Foreign Relations and Terrorism 
  2  How the World Sees Us           Judy True, VOICES Editor-In-Chief 
14  Chump or Champ?  What is the U.S. Image Abroad? Jody Hice,  U.S. Congressman (GA) 
16 Are We Ignoring the Problem?        John Bolton (A VOICES Report  from CPAN) 
17 Funding Decisions            Buddy Carter, U.S. Congressman (GA) 
18 A Sound Economy.  A Secure Nation      Rob Woodall, U.S. Congressman (GA) 
19 Beware the Borderlands          Dulany Woodward, President, Colorado FRW 
20 Terrorist Hot Spots , Terrorism in the U.S.     Judy True 
22 Focus on Netanyahu’s Concerns       Release from U.S. Senator David Perdue 
23 Leading from the Front: Jordan’s King Abdullah II  Sources: Wikipedia and CNN 
 

Politics in Georgia  
  6  Yes!  The Winners            John Padgett, GaGOP Chairman 
  7  The People Speaking Loudly         Loretta Lepore, Media Expert, Lapore Associates 
  8  Spotlight on Voting Methodology            Robert Horne 
10 Transportation—It’s Complicated, Not Really    Randy Evans, National GOP Committeeman 
12  What’s Hot Under the Gold Dome       Martha Zoller, GA Political Analyst 
13 Looking to the Future           Mark Butler, Commissioner—GA Dept. of Labor 
24  My Campaign Experience               Bonnie Perdue, Wife of U.S. Senator David Perdue 
 

The Federation 
  4   Lead by Example            Ruby Robinson, President, Georgia FRW 
  5   NFRW—A Harmonious Federation       Kathy Brugger, President, National FRW 
27 Use Flash Points to Build Harmony       Dulany Woodward, President, Colorado FRW 
28 District Directors’ Hotline          Natalie Olmi, 6th District Director, Georgia FRW 
29 Woman Selected as NFRW Intern 
30 2015  Red Coat Day           Bobbie Frantz,  2nd Vice President, Georgia FRW  
31 Caring and Sharing           Club Reports from: North DeKalb Republican      

                 Women, Coweta County Republican Women, and    
                 Cobb County Republican Women 

33   Strong Leadership Yields Vibrant Membership      Jo Konen and Elaine Miller, NFRW Board 
35   Reagan Club             Wanda Duffie, Chairman, Reagan Club 

 
Columns 
15 Tech Talk: Keep Your Data Secure 
25   Connecting Youth with Community Service     Remington Youngblood, Youth Entrepreneur  
34    Book Review.  Takeover by Richard Viguerie   J. D. Van Brink, Georgia Tea Party Chair  

April 2015 VOICES Magazine 



4 

4 

   
   

    
 
 
 
 

April 2015 VOICES Magazine 

 

President:  Ruby Robinson 
 912-266-0466 
 rrobinson6@bellsouth.net 
1st Vice President:  Laurie Padgett 
 404-444-2510 
 lauriepadgett@mac.com 
2nd Vice President:  Bobbie Frantz 
 770-265-1906 
 bobbie@bdfrantz.com 
3rd Vice President:  Linda Clary-Umberger 
 770-853-9922  
 lindaclaryumberger@gmail.com 
Recording Secretary:  Varie Rustin 
 478-397-1033 
 gfrwrustin@bellsouth.net  
Treasurer:  Billie Dendy 
 678-548-7508 
 dendybillie@comcast.net 
Asst. Treasurer:  Lydia Hallmark 
 404-401-6460 
 ldhallmark@earthlink.net 
Immediate Past President:  Rose Wing
 678-386-1059 (cell) 
 wingr@bellsouth.net 

Mission:  Educating and  

Empowering Women  

for Better Government 

T his is an exciting time for Georgia Republicans.  Some of you have already 
attended county mass meetings and by the time of our board meeting you 

will have gone through the county convention process.  By Easter, the Christian 
symbol of rebirth, counties will have chosen their new country chairs, officers, and 
delegates to their district conventions and state convention.  Ladies, GFRW has 
been a powerhouse in Georgia politics and this year is no exception.  GFRW (as an 
auxiliary member of the Georgia GOP) provides a service to Georgia politics.  We 
must lead by example.  Integrity and transparency within GFRW, the GOP, and 
state government is a must as we head into the next presidential election cycle.   
Our mission is clear.  Come together to elect a Republican president.  I hope to see 
many familiar faces at the state convention. 
 
Our influence is needed at the state capitol and in Washington as our legislators 
introduce and vote on important issues.  We should remain diligent as new legisla-
tion is introduced and debated daily.  Furthermore, it is incumbent upon us to see 
that our members and our elected officials stay true to our Republican principles.  
We should educate ourselves with the tools available for monitoring government 
affairs and share that knowledge with others.  Now is not the time to be complacent.  
With every news cycle, we are presented with new threats from abroad and within.  
If you have questions or concerns, stand up and speak out.  Politicians are not   
royalty; they work for you. 
 
Thanks to all who attended our spring board meeting and Red Coat Day.  GFRW 
women took over the state capitol with their red coats and conservative patriotism.  
We, as Georgians, can be proud that through hard work we participated in the drive 
to keep Georgia Red. 

 
Ruby Robinson 

GFRW President 
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T he National Federation of Republican 
Women made history in 2014.   Work-

ing together as a team, we set our sights on 
taking back the U.S. Senate.  Our efforts 
stretched beyond the borders of individual 
states.  Women-to-women postcards and 
Strike Force volunteers poured in to add      
momentum in targeted races.  
 

When all the votes were counted, we not only 
met our goal of electing six new Republicans 
to take control of the U.S. Senate—we          
exceeded it with a pick-up of nine Senate 
seats for a total of 54 Republican senators.   
 

It is clear that we could not have had the same 
measure of success had our Federation not 
been working in harmony toward our shared 
goal.  
 

The dictionary defines harmony as the    
sounding of two or more musical notes at the 
same time in a way that is pleasant or desired.  
Every member of this Federation, all 65,000 of 
us, sound different notes; we march to the 
beat of our own drummers.  After all, we are 
strong, independent-minded women.  
 

In 2014, we came together, the notes swelling 
in concert to achieve our desired result.  
This most recent Legislative Day was a      
celebration of our success.  Scores of  

 
congressmen and senators—as well as the 
chair and co-chair of the RNC—stepped up to 
the microphone at our briefings and receptions 
to thank the NFRW.  They were there for us  
because they know that the women of the 
NFRW were there for them. 
 
Our mission is far from complete.  Our next 
goal must be to take back the White House. 
The field of candidates vying for our party’s 
nomination is arguably the strongest any of   
us have seen in our lifetimes.  Some of us 
already have our favorites; others will be 
making choices and joining up with their 
campaigns. 
 
It is exciting to be involved in a presidential 
race, but at the end of the day we have to 
remember we are on the same team. The 
stakes have never been higher for our           
beloved country and the legacy we leave      
for our children and grandchildren. 
 
The key to harmony is respect.                       
R-E-S-P-E-C-T.  If you see something that 
disturbs you, when you suspect the worst of 
another member’s motives or actions, don’t 
jump to conclusions.  
 
Try asking questions rather than hurling 
accusations.  There may be more going on in 
the background than you are aware.  The 
same holds true for our own Federation’s 
national leadership elections, which are 
coming up this fall, as well as elections in 
many of our state federations.  It is an 

 
opportunity to envision where we want to take 
our Federation—and how we want to get 
there. 
 
As we do so, we have to keep our eye on the 
big picture—2016.  We need to make sure that 
we have plans of action and that we are     
working with our committees to accomplish 
them—bringing this incredible orchestra of 
women together, not driving them apart. 
 
If there is any way NFRW can help with your 
plan of action, please let us know.  The NFRW 
provides a network of support for our local 
clubs and members through our regional 
directors, state presidents, and committees. 
We have a wealth of resources you can        
access through the web (www.NFRW.org)     
or by giving us a call.  
 
But the largest cache of resources lies in our 
members themselves.  Are you reaching out to 
mentor others and train new leadership?        
Instead of a merry-go-round pony, going in 
circles, I want to challenge you to be a trotter, 
galloping forward to advance our GOP        
principles through leadership so we are ready 
for 2016. 
 
The Roman politician and historian Sallust 
wrote: “Harmony makes small things grow; 
lack of it makes great things decay.”  From our 
local clubs to the NFRW, let each of us pledge 
to be the cause of our Federation’s growth, not 
the source of its decay. 
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By Kathy Brugger  
NFRW President  

Photo: source—NFRW 
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F ollowing the 2014 midterm 
election, Georgia Republicans had 
much to celebrate.  Thanks to the    
tireless work of thousands of grass-
roots volunteers around the state,    
Republicans earned a “clean sweep” 
and were given a mandate to lead. 
 
By re-electing Gov. Nathan Deal,  
sending conservative businessman 
David Perdue to the U.S. Senate, 
ending the liberal tenure of Congress-
man John Barrow, and ensuring strong 
majorities in the State House and 
Senate, Georgia Republicans also 
bucked the notion perpetuated by the 
national media that the Peach State 
was turning blue. 
 
However, those cheering on Election 
Day were more than just committed        
Republicans at victory parties around 
the state.  In Georgia, voters across the 
demographic spectrum cast ballots for 
Gov. Deal, David Perdue, and the rest 
of our candidates.  Why? Because  
conservative policies work for Georgia. 
Under Gov. Deal’s bold leadership, our 

state has added more than 
300,000 private sector jobs.  We 
weathered the Great Recession 
and emerged as the hub for      
economic growth and development 
in the Southeast.  Companies like 
Baxter, Mercedes-Benz, and Tyson 
Foods serve as testament to our state’s 
pro-business, pro-growth economic 
environment.  Our AAA bond rating 
from all three major rating agencies is  
a reminder that fiscal sanity leads to 
better opportunities for growth and 
investment. 
 
In Washington, our all-star delegation  
is already working to improve the lives 
of everyday Americans.  From votes to 
repeal Obamacare and implement the 
FairTax to ending burdensome  
regulations on businesses, our        
representatives and senators are     
serious about stopping President 
Barack Obama’s reckless agenda and 
starting to rebuild the American Dream 
again. 
 
Now, as we enter into a new election 
cycle, we must once again take our 
message to the people.  We can’t be 
about platitudes or rhetoric, tired talking 

points, or feel good one-liners.  It’s time 
to talk solutions, show results, and  
remind Georgians from all walks of life 
that when Republicans are given the 
opportunity to govern, we are all      
winners.   
 

Who Am I? 
 

John Padgett, an entrepreneur, business 
owner, grassroots leader, and family man, is 
proud to serve as the Chairman of Georgia’s 
Republican Party.  Padgett has proudly worked 
in the grassroots of the Republican Party for 35 
years, humbly serving as the Chairman of the 
Athens-Clarke County Republican Party four 
times, Chairman of the 11th and 12th 
Congressional District, Secretary of the 
Georgia Republican Party and member of the 
GAGOP Executive Committee.  Padgett was 
elected to serve as Chairman of the Georgia 
Republican Party at the 2013 State 
Convention.  Above all, Padgett is a family 
man.  Married to Mary for more than 30 years, 
the couple has three daughters and three 
grandchildren.  They are members of Highland 
Park Church and are proud to call the City of 
Athens their home. 
 

 

 

 

By  John Padgett 
GAGOP Chairman 

“Give the American people a good cause,  

and there’s nothing they can’t lick.”  ~ John Wayne 
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T he people spoke—loudly.  “No more,” 
they said to President Barack Obama—

his prose and his policies.  Sitting out wasn’t an 
option.  Stand up, and standing up they urged 
friends, family, and neighbors.  Change at the 
hands of the people. It’s the only way—the way of 
the founders.  It’s real, not  rhetoric. 
 

In the ensuing days, furniture was shuffled, 
nameplates changed, and new staffers moved 
through the morass of congressional corridors.  
Today, we the people hold Republican majorities 
in the U.S.   Senate and House to a mandate—
lead effectively, govern responsibly.  At home, we 
reinvested in Republican leadership across state 
government and again we expect a positive return 
on that   investment.  It looks like political 
dominance.  It tastes like victory, savored.    
 

So, why are we still hungry?  What’s with that 
faint, persistent rumble? 
 

Perhaps it’s because we know politics is dynamic 
and fickle.  Perhaps it’s because we’ve learned 
victory is fleeting; or, perhaps it’s because        
Republicans rode a metaphorical wave to 
Washington and the ripple played out in Georgia.  
The wave indisputably formed from a swell of 
opposition to Washington dysfunction.  The 
November surprise would have felt more fulfilling, 
more compelling had the electorate embraced the 
day’s declaration  simply on the merit of   Repub-
lican ideas and the quality of the candi-dates who 
stood. 
 

Doing something you want to do always feels 
better than doing something you have to do.  No 
question, the most recent election cycle was 
squarely on the GOP “must do list.”  If the       
Republican stronghold is to endure, the party 
must offer new and better solutions to the issues 
plaguing our country and must stand up candi-
dates who can effectively carry the message and 
deliver on the promise.  Simply, Republicans must 
inspire.  
 

It is doable, but only if the GOP casts a broader 
net. New voices must be encouraged into the fold,  

and those voices are most valuable at the table 
not just in the wings.   
 
Those voices belong to women.  More women 
must be among the party hierarchy.  More    
women must hold elected office.  More women 
must exercise their power of the purse in politics.  
This shift has cause.  
 

Women are the majority of the electorate, and 
they shape the nation’s financial backbone.  A 
recent study showed that nine million women own       
businesses in America.  Their businesses       
generate more than one trillion dollars in annual 
revenue and employ nearly eight million workers.  
Additionally, it is estimated that women will control 
two-thirds of the nation’s consumer wealth over 
the next decade.  Women make decisions about 
home, car, and other big-ticket purchases.  They 
buy clothes, groceries, and healthcare for their 
families.  What women think and what women do 
drive the economy.  Yet, women are decidedly 
under-represented within the GOP leadership and 
within the halls of government.   
 

A recent article in the Capitol’s publication        
The Hill quoted Debbie Walsh with the Center for 
American Women and Politics at Rutgers 
University characterizing 2014 as a “missed 
opportunity” for women and the GOP.  She said, 
“Looking at a year when the Republican Party had 
such a wave election, this could’ve been a chance 
for Republican women to make significant gains 
as a portion of their caucus.” 
 

The GOP’s female ranks have grown to 22 in the 
House, six in the Senate.  In both chambers, they 
comprise a mere fraction of the GOP caucuses 
and are significantly out-numbered by their  
Democratic peers.  In Georgia, the disparity is 
even more glaring.  There are no women within 
the 14 member congressional delegation or 
among statewide officeholders.  The Republican-
controlled state senate boasts one female GOP 
member.  
 

While the numerical balance of gender opinion 
goes a long way toward affecting public policy  
that serves the most citizens, the ability to 
communicate conservative principles in a way  

that resonates with men and women of all             
socio-economic backgrounds is arguably most 
important.  Today, Americans are looking to 
elected leaders who can achieve two goals: 
clearly articulate their positions and build bridges 
to solutions.  This is where women excel.  
 

Studies suggest that women leaders are more 
persuasive, assertive, and more willing to take 
risks than male leaders.  Women leaders were 
found to be more empathetic and flexible and to 
possess stronger interpersonal skills than their 
male counterparts.  These qualities combine to 
create a leadership style that is inclusive and 
collegial.  Here is a case in point.  In October 
2013, the New York Times ran a story highlighting 
a female-led effort in the U.S. Senate to  reopen 
the government and avert a default.  Republican 
Senator Susan Collins stated at the time, “Before I 
went to the Senate floor, no one was presenting 
any way out.”  Democratic Senator Joe Manchin, 
who joined the bipartisan effort, remarked, “That 
gender mix was great. It helped tremendously.” 
 

To be clear, the supposition here is not that 
women replace men within the political or policy 
realm.  Rather, it’s that the future of the Repub-
lican Party rests on the premise that men and 
women work side by side to advance its principles 
and govern in earnest.  It requires a few good 
men and women to lead the way.  The effort is a 
noble one.   

 

By Loretta Lepore  
Founder and Principal of Lepore Associates  

Public domain 

Who Am I? 
 
Loretta Lepore is founder and    
principal of Lepore Associates.  As 
a former national news anchor and 
later as spokesperson for the 
governor of Georgia, she is a 
media expert.  Lepore’s portfolio 
includes public strategy, crisis and 
issue management, and message development.  As a 
senior advisor within the government affairs practice of 
McKenna Long & Aldridge, she counseled clients on an 
array of public affairs issues. Prior to that position, she 
served as the state’s director of marketing and communi-
cation under the leadership of Georgia Gov. Sonny Per-
due. Lepore is also an award-winning journalist and an-
chor, formerly with CNN for 11 years.  There, she special-
ized in international news and covered national political 
events.  
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A 
fter the votes had been counted for the Nov. 4, 2014, national 
elections, the political spotlight might have been searching for 
where it should focus to keep the heat up.  There was a chance 

that the location might have been Georgia, a state that had not been in the 
national focus for many years.  The heat of such a possibility forces us to 
think about the methodologies that Georgia uses for elections.  
 

Leading Up to the November 2014 Elections 
The elections that were probably most watched on Nov. 4, 2014, were for 
the U.S. Senate seats.  At that time the Senate had D-55/R-45 with two 
Independents caucusing with the Democrats.  Thus, Republicans needed 
to garner a net of six seats to gain majority control.  At that point, assuming 
the Republicans continued to hold the House, as the polls predicted, then 
Republicans would have majorities in both the House and Senate. With 
only a net win of five seats, a 50-50 count would lead the Senate to a       
tie-breaking vote by Vice President Joe Biden. That is, if every senator  
was present. 
 

The polls showed that the elections with high probability would lead to a  
45-45 split between the parties.  This left 10 seats that could have gone 
either way.  These 10 marginal seats included seven presently Democrat, 
and three presently Republican.  So Republicans needed to win six of 
these seats and that could have included holding the existing Republican 
seats.  The 10 seats were in the following states, with incumbent party:  AK
(D), AR(D), CO(D), GA(R), IA(D), KS(R), KY(R), LA(D), NH(D), and NC(D).  
 

Analysis of the 2014 Election 
All 10 seats were too close to call.  However, all 10 had three or more  
candidates running and seven had four or more candidates. So there was 
a likelihood that few, if any, would have a majority vote (50 percent + 1) on 
Nov. 4.  By itself, the lack of majority voting put the winners under some 
pressure to represent all their constituents.  Those with plurality would 
become the winners in their state. Plurality is defined as the candidate with 
the most votes in the election and is sometimes known as “First Past the 
Post.” 
 

The laws in Georgia and Louisiana required a runoff if there had not been 

a majority on Nov. 4.  In Louisiana, there were five candidates, including 
the incumbent Democrat, one Independent, and three Republicans.  The 
Louisiana runoff was scheduled for Nov. 25, so there likely was a frenzy as 
two losing Republican candidates rallied behind the winning Republican. 
There was also the possibility that, as the Republican vote would be split 
three ways, the Independent candidate would be one of the two runoff 
candidates.  The probability of the incumbent Democrat gaining a majority 
on Nov. 4 was considered to be low—even though she had a 52 percent 
majority when last elected.  However, she was expected to be one of the 
two runoff candidates.  [Ed. Mary Landrieu, the incumbent Democrat, lost 
the election.] 
 

The Election in Georgia 
By contrast, the Georgia U.S. Senate race had three candidates—
Republican, Democrat, and Libertarian.  The polls predicted that no     
candidate would achieve a majority on Nov. 4.  A runoff, if required, would 
not have been scheduled until Jan. 6, and Congress would have  recon-
vened by then.  The reason for this late runoff date is the requirement to 
conform to the federal MOVE Act, which ensures adequate time for over-
seas voters to receive their runoff ballots—but does not apply to state offic-
es, i.e., Governor.  This immediately raises the question of why can Louisi-
ana use an earlier runoff date without contravening the MOVE Act. The 
answer is that Louisiana requested overseas voters to use, for Nov. 4, a 
Ranked Choice Voting (RCV) ballot, where the voter ranks his/her   choic-
es 1, 2, 3, etc.  This means that the election officials can immediately re-
assign these ballots to the voter’s preferred runoff candidate without having 
to go through the cost and stress of mailing new ballots to people over-
seas. 
 

The Georgia calendar also could have found itself with two runoffs.  The 
Governor’s race had three candidates and the polls also predicted that no 
candidate would achieve a majority.  There were also races for Insurance 
and Public Service commissioners, both with three candidates running.  In 
all these three state races, the third candidate was a Libertarian.  A runoff, 
if required, would have been held on Dec. 2.  (This earlier date was      
acceptable because state positions do not have to conform to the federal 
MOVE Act.) 
                                                                               Continued on next page 

By Robert Horne 

By Robert Horne 

 

“The future does not belong to the fainthearted—it belongs to the brave.”  
~ Ronald Reagan 
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Questions about Georgia Elections 
Although the law is clear, there would likely 
have been many questions in Georgia had 
there been two runoffs.  First, people would 
have to understand the MOVE Act—which is 
simple enough.  However, there would be         
concern about the cost of running two 
statewide runoffs on different dates.  There was 
also the chance that a Georgia U.S. Senate 
runoff could have a major impact on the     
majority of the U.S. Senate.  Based on poll 
projections, if the Republicans had won five of 
the nine seats identified above, excluding 
Georgia, then the Georgia seat would have 
become the important Seat #51 to win, and 
with it, a majority to set the structure for the 
Senate.  In the event of Republicans winning 
four seats out of the nine, they would have 
won a total of 49 seats and would want to win 
the 50th to force a vice president tiebreak.  
The situation could have become even more 
complex if an Independent or Libertarian had 
won one, or more, of the seats.  This could 
have happened in Kansas or South Dakota 
where Independents polled strongly.  This 
would have dramatically increased the leverage 
of the two existing Independents from Vermont 
and Maine who caucus with the Democrats. 
 
All these scenarios would have attracted focus 
to a Georgia runoff.  There was the possibility 
of dozens of important politicians coming to 
Georgia in support of their candidate, together 
with heavy advertising and publicity.  If the 
leader in the Nov. 4 election had not won the 
runoff, there would have been more questions 
about the Georgia election methodology.  The 
losing candidate would have asked why they 
were not elected on a plurality basis, like many 
other U.S. senators.  Georgia might have   
experienced a reversal in the governor’s run-off 
in December, to add to the confusion in 
Georgia for the January runoff.  And the U.S. 
Senate might have been wondering, when it   
re-convened on Jan. 3, 2015, how to elect its 
leadership, if the last seat, representing    
Georgia, was uncertain.  
 
An Analysis of Voting Methodology 
When the dust settles, there will probably be an 
extensive discussion about our voting metho- 
dology in Georgia.  There will be questions 
about how many U.S. senators are elected 
nationwide with less than 50 percent of the 
vote—and the analysis will not be just on the 
2014 elections, but will extend to all elected 

senators.  There will also be questions about 
the Georgia and federal laws that set the date 
for the Georgia U.S. Senate January runoff. 
There will quickly be a realization that         
Louisiana had a RCV process which could 
have allowed the Georgia Senate runoff on the 
same day as the governor runoff in December. 
This would have saved a lot of taxpayer money 
and avoided the stress of going all the way into 
January.  
 

The solution to adopt the Louisiana RCV    
process for overseas voters should be simple 
to implement.  However, changing to the widely 
used plurality methodology will also be 
presented as an easier one to offer to the 
Georgia legislators.  Although simple to 
implement from a legislative viewpoint, this will 
lead to an   extensive debate about the 
consequences of plurality voting. 
 
There is extensive, fact-based data to show the 
disadvantages of plurality voting.  Much of the 
data comes from other countries which have 
been trying to optimize the voting process for 
several centuries.  Every U.S.-based voting 
interest group, such as FairVote, will enter the 
discussion to present the alternatives.  They 
will be backed by many academic professors 
who have been researching the alternatives 
and do not like plurality voting.  They will 
quickly point to the Top Two methodology 
recently adopted (2011) in California and 
Washington state, where all candidates, 
regardless of   party, have to run in one 
primary. Then, the two leading candidates, 
regardless of party, enter the November 
election.  This process ensures that there is a 
majority winner on Election Day. The focus and 
simplicity of the Nov. 4, 2014, elections would 
be emphasized.  
 

However, the Top Two methodology has    
several problems which the academics will then 
describe.  The focus will then swing back to  
RCV, which is also known as Instant Runoff 
Voting (IRV). This methodology has been used 
successfully in Australia for close to 100 years. 
It is also used in several municipal elections, 
such as mayor of San Francisco.  Many     
students are aware of RCV when it is used to 
elect their class president.  
 

At some point, an academic will talk about 
the Condorcet paradox.  This is named after 
the Marquis de Condorcet, who was elected 
to the French Assembly immediately after 
the French Revolution in 1791 and became 
its first secretary.  The paradox is created by 
a vote between three candidates, “A,” “B,” 
and “C” where, in a head-to-head race, “A” 
would beat “B,” “B” would beat “C,” and “C” 
would beat “A.”  While that may sound    
complicated, most people could use the 
example of the “Rock, Paper, Scissors” 
game, played by many children.   
 

The academics might spend a lot of time    
arguing which is the very best way to proceed. 
However, they will probably agree that plurality 
is the worst recommendation.  The public will 
probably be negative to any runoff that costs 
money for another voting day, and reduced 
turnout can lead to a reversal of the way that 
voters would have wanted the vote to go on 
Election Day.  RCV will probably be the favored 
process.  Voters can easily understand it.  It 
avoids costly runoffs. There will be no delays in 
announcing a winner on Election Day, and 
every voter will participate in the final vote.  
 
 
Who Am I?  
 
Robert Horne lives in 
Gainesville, Ga. In 
2006, Georgia Gov. 
Sonny Perdue 
appointed Horne to be 
Chairman of The 
Governor's 
Commission for the 
Formation of Johns 
Creek, Ga.  Previously, Horne lived in 
Westport, Ct., where he was twice elected as a 
Republican candidate—as Chairman of Board 
of Tax Review and Member of the Board of 
Finance.  

 

VOTING METHODOLOGY 

Continued from previous page 
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Who Am I? 
 
Randy Evans of McKenna Long & Aldridge 
served as outside counsel to Speakers Dennis 
Hastert and Newt Gingrich, and represents 
several other members of Congress and elect-
ed officials in Georgia.   He is Chairman of the 
Board of the Newt Gingrich Companies.  Evans 
is a frequent lecturer and author on subjects of 
professional liability and ethics, government 
ethics and politics.  And . . . he is Georgia’s 
National GOP Committeeman. 

 

G ov. Nathan Deal and Georgia   
legislators have again decided    

to tackle the tricky issue of Georgia's 
transportation problems.  Unfortunately,    
last time, it did not work out so well. 
 
Georgia voters largely defeated a proposed 
one cent sales tax increase to fund specific 
transportation projects and improvements 
around the state.  Notwithstanding the 
defeat, transportation in Georgia is a 
problem that just is not going away.  And   
so, Georgia's elected leaders are back at it 
again this year. 
 
Transportation is indeed a tricky problem.    
On the one hand, Georgians, especially   
those living in the metropolitan Atlanta area,       
continue to identify transportation as one of 
the most serious problems facing Georgia.     
If not addressed, it could stymie any hope of 
continued economic growth. 
 
Each day, as Georgians spend more and 
more time in traffic, they get more and      
more angry about the problem.  Yet, while           
inconvenience and frustration are increase-
ngly common, the condition of     Georgia's roads, 
bridges, and interstates are starting to present 
real public safety issues. 
 
On the other hand, Georgians have repeatedly 
made it clear that they do not like tax increases. 
Regardless of whether Democrats or Republicans 
propose raising taxes, Georgia voters largely 
react the same.  The answer is an emphatic "NO" 
even if necessary for things that they really want. 
 
The last attempt to address transportation made 
the point. Georgia leaders attempted the 
straightforward approach.  Squarely give 
Georgians the choice between much needed 
transportation funding financed through a one-
cent increase in the sales tax or endure continued 
deterioration of Georgia's infrastructure with 
mounting traffic congestion and failing 
infrastructure. The answer was no. 
 
                                                                         

 
Since then, more businesses have relocated to 
Georgia; more people have moved to Georgia; 
and they all have continued to cram onto the 
roads and bridges.  The net effect of these 
dynamics is a virtual political Rubik's Cube. 
Voters want transportation problems solved but 
do not want to pay higher taxes to do it. 
 
Georgia’s elected officials have now decided to 
try a different approach.  Rather than go with the 
simple solution of higher taxes to fund specific 
transportation projects, they have opted for a 
much more saleable solution. 
 
The actual technicalities of the solution involve 
converting Georgia's gasoline taxes to an excise 
tax constitutionally dedicated to fund the state's 
transportation needs.  If successful, it would   
raise approximately $1 billion for Georgia 
transportation projects. 
 

Of course, any plan that increases revenue is 
a tax increase, regardless of what it is called, 
but just how much of a tax increase is    
unclear.  This is where the new proposal gets 
complicated. 
 
Currently, local governments such as      
municipalities, counties, and school boards 
receive part of the sales tax on gasoline, but 
under the new system, local governments will 
not receive any of the new statewide excise 
tax that will replace the sales tax on gasoline.  
The net effect will be to shift some revenue 
streams from local governments to the state 
government.  As a consequence, the impact 
on local governments could be severe.  
Legislators have attempted to mitigate the 
problem by allowing local governments to 
impose their own excise tax up to a limit. 
 
Yet, amidst all the maneuverings, the state 
ends up with an additional $1 billion to fund 
transportation projects. 
 
Significantly, under this rather convoluted 
movement of money from one place to    
another, state officials can insist that they have 
not raised taxes.  Instead, all will  undoubtedly 
insist that the change from a sales tax to an 

excise tax does not involve a tax      increase. 
 
If local governments want or need to make up the 
difference, then it is local governments raising 
taxes, not the state.  (Of course, it will be the 
state that grants local governments the power to 
levy their own excise tax.) 
                                        Continued on next page 

By Randy Evans 
Georgia’s National GOP Committeeman  
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Past Presidents 

Of the  

Georgia Federation of 

Republican Women 

S.S. Halliburton, 1957 
Halycon “Chon” Bell, 1960 to 1962 

Anne Bateman, 1962 to 1964 
      Rita Creeson & W.C. LeShanna,  

October 1964 to March 1965 
Lee Ague Miller, 1965 to 1967 

Bootsie Calhoun, 1967 to 1968 
Virginia Estes Massey, 1968 to 1971 

Margaret Holliman, 1971 to 1975 
Lil McAfee, 1975 to 1977 
June Kidd, 1977 to 1979 

Kathie Miller, 1979 to 1983 
Helen Von Waldner, 1983 to 1985 

Sandra Deyton, 1985 to 1987 
Reva Jennings, 1987 to 1989 

Kathie Miller, 1989 to 1993 
Sharon Jacoby, 1993 to 1997 
Emma Hinesley, 1997 to 2001 

Valerie Betz, 2001 to 2005 
Millie Rogers, 2005 to 2009 
Susan Voyles, 2010 to 2012 

Rose Wing, 2012 to 2014 
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Attention  
Club Presidents 

Are your members missing out on 
 important e-mail announcements and  

e-mailed publications?  
Update your club membership  

addresses and e-mail addresses with: 
Bobbie Frantz,  

GFRW 2nd Vice President 
4136 Briarglade Way
Doraville, GA 30340 

bdfrantz@bdfrantz.com 

 

VOICESmail 
VOICES Magazine continues to grow and attract contributors and read-
ers.  More articles are available than can sometimes be included in the 
regularly-scheduled issues.  Likewise, we receive articles deserving   
immediate distribution rather than waiting for scheduled publication 
dates.  
 
The VOICES staff has initiated a new news service—via Internet e-mails 
— through which time-sensitive articles may be shared with readers as 
soon as the articles are available.  Such items may be repeated in       
upcoming issues of the magazine, if they are still timely and relevant to 
our readers’  interests. 
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Rather than defined projects, the new money will fund largely existing plans 
sitting on the shelf of a litany of government agencies from the Department of 
Transportation to the Atlanta Regional Commission. 
 
In the end, Georgia voters must still approve these changes through a       
constitutional amendment. 
 
Clearly identifiable project targets have largely disappeared.  Opponents will 
no longer have individual projects to use as wedges for dividing support and 
combining pockets of opposition. 
 
More significantly, the ultimate political dirty word—taxes—will likely  degen- 
erate into a muddled mess.  Gas taxes, excise taxes, local excise taxes, sales 
taxes—they all get shuffled around with politicians insisting that the  process is 
largely tax neutral but with the state ending up with enough money to fund 
desperately needed transportation projects. 
 
While this year's transportation solution may look a lot different, Georgians still 
actually have (again) a pretty simple choice to make:  Fund transportation—
or—sit in traffic. 
 
But that should not be the only choice.  Here is a suggestion that would make 
a real difference.  Add to the proposal provisions aimed at identifying, 
targeting, and eliminating government waste. 
 
Only the assurances of actual transparency combined with eliminating       
government waste can make a proposal this big palatable for a tax weary 
Georgia. 

 
Continued from previous page 
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W ith plans to end this year’s 
session under the Gold Dome 

by Easter, there are major issues at play. 
Transportation funding, religious liberty, 
medical marijuana use, and craft beer top 
the buzz list.  Of course, the first and only 
real responsibility of the Legislature is to 
pass a balanced budget, but it does much 
more than that.  
  
The conventional wisdom on funding for 
transportation is a need for about $1 billion 
a year in additional funding to keep up with 
and manage the transportation needs of 
the state.  Early in the session, Speaker 
David Ralston noted the different needs of 
the millennial generation compared to 
Baby Boomers.  
  
While at this writing we don’t know what 
will pass, there is a balance between how 
to raise the money without raising taxes or 
coming up with a fee or tax on which 
everyone will agree.  
  
The Georgia Department of Transportation 
no longer has enough money to repave 
each road every 10 years and now is on a 
schedule to resurface them only once 
every 50 years.  
  
“When we talk about transportation, it’s a means to an end.  It’s 
economic development,” said Seth Millican, director of the Georgia 
Transportation Alliance. 
 
The final bill will be a combination of increased revenues (taxes) and 
spending adjustments. The key will be how the funds are spent.  
  
Legislation is pending in the House Transportation Committee to add 
close to $1 billion to yearly transportation spending by taking some of 
it from money used now for other parts of state government and by 
taking some from taxes cities, counties, and schools use for their own 
operations.  Medical Marijuana, as covered in HB 1, passed 
overwhelmingly in the House and is the compromise bill passed in the 
Senate, and the two were matched up and voted on again.  The 
governor signed the bill into law before the end of the session.  
  
 

The battle over the Religious Liberty bill 
has not been solved at this writing, but 
there is some division among the GOP 
majority on the need for this clarification of 
the 1993 bill. This bill will go right up to the 
end of the session but has turned out to 
be the emotional bill of the session.  
  
One of the issues that popped up 
unexpectedly was the craft beer bill.  
  
Brewers of craft beer—the small-batches 
with novel flavors—are hoping their fans 
will help convince lawmakers to allow the 
sale of limited amounts for drinkers to take 
home. 
  
“I like to buy vegetables from farmers and 
like to buy bread from bakers, and it 
doesn’t seem fair to customers that they 
can’t buy beer from brewers,” said 
Crawford Moran, brewmaster at 5 
Seasons Brewing Company and at the 
Slight & Pint in Decatur.  Current state law 
prohibits brewers from selling packaged 
beer directly to consumers—except for a 
recent provision that allows brewpubs that 
offer food to sell suds for on-site imbibing. 
  
The law goes back to the Prohibition era 
that ended in 1933 and attempts to stop 
practices common in the industry before 

Prohibition shut off the spigots for 14 years.  Seems it’s time to upgrade 
these practices.  While they didn’t get as far as they would like this 
session, you will see the craft beer folks back next session and watch 
what is happening on the federal level, too.  
  

WHO AM I?    
Martha Zoller is a force on the conservative polit-
ical landscape. A statewide talk radio show host 
and periodically a television personality, Zoller 
has authored one book and contributes to other 
publications. Termed a most influential Georgian 
and member of the media, Zoller has made a 
political campaign bid of her own and served as a 
grassroots consultant.  A resident of Gainesville, Ga., Zoller also is 
recognized as a defense expert by the Department of Defense.  She is 
president of the Republican Women of Hall. 

By Martha Zoller 
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F our years . . . It seems like a long time, but that’s what it takes to change the 
direction of a large government agency and begin to see results. I am pleased 

with the progress we’ve made and look forward to the future.  
 
When I first took office, we had a 10.2 percent unemployment rate—today it’s 6.4  
percent.  In an effort to increase support to Georgia’s strong workforce, we have 
reshaped the operations of the Georgia Department of Labor to  improve our positive 
impact on economic development.  We inherited almost one billion dollars of debt in 
our unemployment trust fund that we paid off in four years (two years earlier than 
expected).  That saved the businesses of Georgia $220 million in taxes in 2015, and 
the trust fund is expected to have a balance of $825 million at the end of the year.  We 
have increased efficiency and reduced staff by 32 percent (650 less positions today 
than in 2011).  I’m proud of our staff and all we’ve accomplished, but our work is not 
finished. 
 

Academic credentials are key to our students’ future, but some lack the “soft skills” 
needed to excel in today’s workforce.  That’s why we continue to develop the        
GeorgiaBEST (Business Ethics Student Training) program.  It started in 20 high 
schools in January 2012 and has expanded to more than 200 schools across the state 
with thousands of graduates.  This program teaches the basic skills in the workplace 
like teamwork, showing up on time, conflict remediation, and other strengths that are 
important to getting and maintaining employment.  Upon graduation from the program, 
students receive a certification from the Georgia Department of Labor and have a 
portfolio of accomplishments for job interviews.  We also continue to partner with the 
Jobs for Georgia Graduates Program. Its graduation rate is impressive—at 96 percent. 
 

In our desire to assist economic development, we developed Customized Recruitment.  
This is a program that helps new companies that are locating in Georgia staff up in a 
fraction of the time that it traditionally takes.  It saves the new companies thousands of 
dollars and puts Georgians back to work.  Since its inception, we’ve received 
accolades from across the country—some states have even tried to copy our success.  
These new employers have told other prospects how impressed they are with our 
services and support, which will aid in bringing more jobs to Georgia.  
 

We are currently redesigning our website and utilizing new technology to better serve 
our customers.  We are also increasing our resources for job seekers through Employ 
Georgia—an online tool that matches job seekers with jobs—all with one website—
EmployGeorgia.com.  
 

I am honored to lead the Georgia Department of Labor and proud of our team that, 
through continued innovation, puts Georgians back to work.  We will continue to strive 
to serve Georgia citizens and match job seekers with employers.  We appreciate your 
support.  Please reach out anytime; we are here to help and want to hear from you.  
 
Who am I? 
Mark Butler became Georgia's ninth Commissioner of Labor on Jan. 10, 
2011, the first Republican to head the Georgia Department of Labor.  Prior 
to taking office, Commissioner Butler served eight years in the Georgia 
General Assembly, representing House District 18.  During that time, he 
served as the Chairman of the House Appropriations Human Resources 
Sub-Committee, which oversees all operations of the budget for several of 
the largest state agencies.  Commissioner Butler, a native of Carrollton, 
graduated from Auburn University with a degree in Public Administration. He 
and his wife, Chantell, have three children: Blake, Sydney, and Katie.   
Commissioner Butler and his family are members of Tabernacle Baptist Church in Carrollton.  

 

By Mark Butler  
Commissioner 

Georgia Department of Labor 

Public Domain 
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F irst, I would like to express how honored I am to contribute my 
first article to this prestigious publication, which is produced 
by the true backbone of the conservative movement in Geor-

gia.  I have long respected GFRW’s VOICES Magazine, and I feel 
truly blessed to offer my thoughts as the United States Representative 
of the 10th District of Georgia.  
 
When considering how other nations view America, I am reminded of 
President Ronald Reagan’s words on the eve of the 1984 presidential 
election in which President Reagan remarked, "In speaking tonight of 
America's traditional values and philosophy of government, we must 
remember the most distinctive mark of all in the American experience: 
To a tired and disillusioned world, we've always been a New World 
and, yes, a shining city on a hill where all things are possible.” 
 
President Reagan spoke beautifully, and from the heart, during a time 
when America was not always hailed as the “shining city on a hill 
where all things are possible.”  The urgency for conservatives to make 
our voices heard and spread our belief that America is in fact        
exceptional and, therefore a “champion,” is greater now more than 
ever.  

 
Times have changed since President Reagan was at the helm, 
and even as we conservatives fight the ineptitude of the current 
administration, America still inspires many.  Why else would we 
continue to see a large and steady influx of people from all over 
the world still legally and illegally migrating to America? 
 
However, we must remember that our adversaries are also            
inspired in a much different way.  Nowhere is this more evident 
than through the extremist Islamic terrorist group ISIS, whose 
unquenchable hatred for our way of life inspires its hallmarks, 
which include issuing vile threats, kidnapping, ruthlessly behead-
ing its captives, and forcing women into marriages as they seek to 
establish an Islamic caliphate.  

 
We know that one terrorist regime in Nigeria known as Boko Haram 
kidnapped hundreds of young school girls in protest of the girls     
receiving “western education.”  In answer to this deplorable act, the 
Obama Administration’s limited response included providing military 
intelligence, advice, and aid in order to combat future kidnappings. 
This weak response by the administration could lead many to view 
America as a “chump.”  Though many liberals insist that America 
should not be the world’s police force, I have to wonder if these     
innocent young women would have preferred decisive American   
action as opposed to surface diplomacy.  
 
During my brief time in office, ISIS has beheaded 22 Coptic Christians, 
burned a Jordanian pilot alive, kidnapped and forced American Kayla 
Mueller into marriage prior to her death, and continues to recruit      
like-minded and brutal terrorists dedicated to spreading the destruction 
of American ideals and principles.  After wavering in a staggering 
show of clumsy indecisiveness and failing to even identify ISIS as a 
terrorist organization, the president has now requested an             
Authorization for Use of Military Force (AUMF) from Congress.  

 
                                                             Continued on next page 

 

By Jody Hice  
U.S. Congressman (R-GA) 

Wikipedia.  Public Domain: Owner Warner Bros. 

U.S. Image 
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The AUMF cannot be another toothless effort that misses the mark and allows ISIS to continue 
its brutality. My concern here, given the president’s mischaracterization of ISIS as a junior  
varsity (JV) squad, is that this administration has grossly underestimated this group and, 
therefore, devised a strategy that is woefully inadequate.  Simply put, all options must be on 
the table, and I look forward to continuing to work with my colleagues in the House on an 
AUMF against terrorists that combats perhaps the most dangerous terrorist organization in 
modern history. 
 
Our response to ISIS notwithstanding, in order to remain a “champion” in the eyes of the world 
and in collective self-examination, three things must happen:  We must stand together in     
support of our brave men and women in uniform to secure our interests both foreign and    
domestic; we must elect a president who supports the rule of law and who will adhere to the 
Constitution; and, we must continue to advance conservative solutions through participation in 
the American democratic process.     
   
Although we are often discouraged by the president’s blatant disregard for the wishes of our 
citizens and subsequent abuse of power, I’d like to encourage all who are reading this to    
remember that though we are frustrated, ultimately America will not be defined by one man or 
his horrific policies.  America will continue to prosper because of the freedom it was built on 
and by those who remain undaunted with the courage to serve it through faith, dedication, and 
patriotism.  At the end of the day, these principles will ensure that we will remain a “champion” 
in the eyes of the world and in our own eyes as well.     

Continued from previous page 

Who Am I? 
 

Congressman Jody Hice, a Georgia native, 
grew up in Tucker, Ga.  As a Southern Baptist 
pastor, Hice has served in churches in Barrow, 
Gwinnett, and Walton counties for nearly 25 
years.  Hice is host of The Jody Hice Show, a 
local radio show centered around defending 
liberty.  Hice represents the Georgia’s 10th  
Congressional district.  He and his wife of 30 
years, Dee Dee, live in Walton County and have 
two adult daughters and three grandchildren. 
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We are constantly being targeted by hackers and fraudsters looking to steal  personal data 
that might make them money.  Credit cards are particularly attractive to the “wrong hands.”  
How can you avoid falling victim to a data breach?  What can you do to safeguard your infor-
mation? 
 
Credit cards can be changed.  However, once your data (information, name, address, social 

security number) is in the wrong hands, the situation is harder to control.  Beware of social media accounts (i.e., Twitter) as these have  become 
valuable to hackers.  These accounts “are hot commodities on black markets.” 
 
The Digital Corporation (February 2015) offers these suggestions: 
 
• Keep a close eye on all of your accounts.  Report any suspicious activity, i.e., any unrecognized charges to the credit card company.   
• Don’t be afraid to contest a charge.  The credit card company will work with you to help ensure you do not face financial losses. 
• Ask your credit card company to custom alert you or notify you if certain purchases are made, i.e., purchases exceeding a limit set by you, 

purchases in foreign countries or areas distant from you. 
• Only give your card information to secure and trusted websites.  Beware entering personal or financial information on non-secure web pages.  

(“If you do not see “https” in the web address, move along.”) 
• Delete cookies and auto-fill data.  Forget the convenience of the auto-fill function when making orders on websites.  Do not store address, 

telephone, email and the like on your web browser.  Instead, after making your order, go into the browser’s options, settings or history tab and 
delete the data. 

• Change your passwords.  If you use a single password for multiple accounts...stop...change the passwords.  Keep a file or small notebook in 
which you record passwords and changes of passwords as you make them. 

• Use a credit monitoring service.  While a service cannot prevent data from being stolen or unwarranted charges to your card, the service can 
notify you immediately in the event of a breach.  Then you can take action. 

 

April 2015 VOICES Magazine 
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J ohn Bolton, former U.S. Ambassador to the United 
Nations during the George W. Bush administration in     
2005-06, began his comments on CSPAN Defense Forum 
Foundation by noting that the campaign issue of strong 
national security had been part of many “newly-elected” campaigns.   
 

INEFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP 
Bolton cited current weak, ineffective, U.S. leadership.  “We depend on 
our strong presence in the world, and need a debate on America’s grand 
strategy. . . .   National Security hasn’t been given the necessary       
attention in the Obama years, and we have diminished American       
influence.”  President Barack Obama’s lack of interest shows he is 
ambivalent regarding American power abroad:  “He doesn’t have 
confidence in our role in the world.”  He has been weak and inattentive    
to the need for resources by our military. 
 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s playground can 
escalate without American leadership in the NATO 
Alliance.  Bolton observed that the international  
community in Europe won’t be looking to American 
leadership for the next two years:  “We are in a 
position of weakness.”  The downward trend of our 
capabilities will continue if the budget for the military 
isn’t increased. 
 

TROUBLE IN THE MIDEAST 
According to Bolton, the Mideast has evolved from small, regional crises 
into one huge disaster.  The area has had growing problems since the 
‘90s.  Reviewing the present status of countries in the Mideast, he noted 
that Iraq doesn’t exist anymore, Syria has come apart, and ISIS         
continues to gain support from around the world.  As they indicate . . .  
“We [the Americans] have the watches, they have the time.”   
 

“Iran is the largest supporter of terrorists around the world, and they are 
on the verge of developing nuclear capabilities.” 
 

Israel is our ally—one of the few in that area.  Bolton queried—when 
Obama doesn’t recognize Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, 
how is that seen by other allies? If we won’t support and receive Israel, 
how can other allies expect us to support them when they might need us? 
 

                                                                                                                 

The attack on our mission in 
Benghazi resulted in no 
retaliation.  Only one person was 
brought here to trial.  The 
message is that they [terrorists] 
CAN attack and kill us with 
impunity. 
 

Bolton also expressed concern that Turkey is now sliding  
eastward—away from us. 
 

Bolton asked,  “How can we be shaken out of our   
lethargy and become alert?”  He noted that we were 
shaken out of lethargy by 9/11, but we’ve now forgotten 
it.  “If we don’t watch what’s happened and show    
accurate conclusions, we are in danger!  The risk of 
terrorist attack is acute!” 
 

During the question and answer period, Bolton 
addressed inquiries regarding perceived national security threats.  Is there 
a threat from the south, from the Caribbean?  Bolton noted that countries 
like Cuba, Nicaragua, etc., would be receptive to overtures from our 
adversaries.  The intent would be to infiltrate us from the south, from 
Mexico.  “We can’t ignore the perils of our borders in this hemisphere.” 
 

Bolton went on to say, “So many problems have festered for six years 
because Obama would not address them. Not talking about it doesn’t 
make problems easier to resolve.”  He cautioned that being afraid of war 
means that our enemies can then win without war.  “Ignoring a problem 
doesn’t mean it’s gone away or doesn’t exist.” 
 

Looking to the next administration, Bolton noted that the new president 
will have to be strong in NATO in order to get them to resume their own 
countries’ expenditures and efforts militarily, rather than continuing to 
always depend on us. 
 

[Ed.  Our 2016 presidential debates should include discussion about how 
to develop our strength and reputation in the world.] 

 

John Bolton 
On CSPAN2—Feb. 13, 2015 

Reported by VOICES  

Magazine Reporter 

If we don’t watch what’s 
happened and show 

 accurate conclusions—  
we are in danger!  “The risk 
of terrorist attack is acute!” 

 Foreign Policy 
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A s a member of the U.S. House Homeland 
Security Committee, I had the          

opportunity to participate in a Congressional  
delegation trip to the southwest U.S. border at the 
end of January.  This was my first trip to the 
border and the first time I have ever been to 
California, Arizona, or the Rio Grande River in Texas.  
 
We began our trip in San Diego, right across the border from Tijuana, Mexico.  
The two cities are so close in proximity that, except for the two security fences 
and check-in stations separating them, you can hardly tell where one city ends 
and the other begins.  This sector of the Southwest border has the most fencing 
of any other sector and the reason is obvious as traffic moves back and forth and 
there is a high concentration of people in one area.  Although the fencing has far 
too many patches where illegal aliens have cut it in order to try to enter, it is the 
primary answer to the illegal movement of immigrants in this area. 
 
When we visited the mountain range near San Diego, I realized that a fence 
becomes useless as the geography acts as a natural barrier.  Tunnels are a 
major concern in this area, and the Border Patrol showed us the robots they use 
to monitor the tunnels.  San Diego also faces a battle with jet skis and 
speedboats used to smuggle drugs and immigrants into the area. 
 
Our next stop on the trip was Arizona where we met with ranchers whose     
property either sits on or is just north of the border.  Until this visit, I was       
thoroughly convinced that a fence across the entire border was the answer to 
border security.  However, after meeting with these ranchers who face threats 
from across the border every day, I realized I was wrong. 
 
The ranchers told us that they need more technology and, above anything else, 
boots on the ground.  While visiting one of the ranches, the owner showed us 
where, only the week before, part of a 10-foot fence was cut in half, ramps were 
placed on the remaining fence, and a pickup truck was driven across carrying 
contraband and illegal drugs.  Another rancher reminisced of his brother who 
was killed on the family ranch by smugglers two years ago.  The situation in that 
part of the country is dire, to say the least.  
 
Next, we traveled to the Rio Grande Valley sector where a whole different set of 
circumstances exist.  In McAllen, Texas, near the southernmost U.S.-Mexico 
border, we visited a Texas state park that is directly across the Rio Grande River 
from a Mexican state park.  I was struck by how close the two parks were in 
proximity. The river is narrow and in certain areas only knee-deep. A fence along 
this winding, sometimes shallow river would not only deprive American citizens of 
access to a beautiful natural resource but would also do little to deter those who 
are trying to penetrate our borders.  More technology, boots on the ground, air 
patrol, and all-terrain vehicles are what the border agents told us they need to 
help secure this sector, perhaps the most porous sector on the Southwest    
border. 
 
This trip played a great hand in the decisions I made during the recent debate 
over funding for the Department of Homeland Security.  Last year when       

Congress created a budget for the federal government, it 
decided to push the legislation to fund the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) until this year when both the 
Senate and House of Representatives had a Republican 
majority. That way, Congress had an opportunity to stop 
President Barack Obama's executive orders to provide 
amnesty to millions of illegal immigrants without input or 
approval from Congress. 

 
Well before funding was set to expire for DHS on Feb. 27, the House passed 
legislation to responsibly fund the department and prevent the president from 
implementing his unconstitutional executive orders.  Instead of swiftly and    
responsibly acting to ensure critical homeland  security programs were funded by 
the deadline, Senate Democrats blocked attempt after attempt—four in total—to 
even debate legislation that would fund the department, opting instead for their 
irresponsible game of party politics.  
 
The ultimate result was a so-called "clean" funding bill that did nothing to rein in 
the Obama Administration's unconstitutional overreach.  I fought that measure 
and voted against it because there is nothing clean about trampling the        
Constitution or allowing a minority party to take the U.S. Congress hostage.   
The vote was about securing the separation of powers and protecting the  
Constitution.  
 
Providing common defense for the American people is one of the primary Consti- 
tutional responsibilities of Congress.  Having seen the challenges we face 
firsthand, I can tell you illegal immigration and our lack of border security pose a 
grave threat to our ability to fulfill that responsibility.  By taking unilateral and 
unconstitutional steps to implement his own agenda over the will of the American 
people, President Obama weakens our ability to confront these threats. If we do 
not fight the president's executive orders, where will he stop?  Congress must 
place boundaries on the president's authority, especially when it comes to the 
security of our homeland. 
 

Who Am I? 
Earl L. “Buddy” Carter is an experienced  
businessman, healthcare professional, and the owner of 
Carter’s Pharmacy, Inc.  A committed public servant, 
Carter previously served as the Mayor of Pooler, Ga., 
and in the Georgia General  Assembly. Carter is serving 
his first term in the U.S. House of Representatives and is 
a member of the Education and the Workforce  
Committee, as well as the committees on Homeland 
Security and Oversight and Government Reform. As the 
only pharmacist serving in Congress, Carter is the co-chair of the Community      
Pharmacy Caucus and is dedicated to working towards a healthcare system that 
provides more choices, less costs, and better services.  A lifelong resident of the 
1st District, Buddy was born and raised in Port Wentworth, Ga., and is a proud 
graduate of Young Harris College and the University of Georgia where he earned 
his Bachelor of Science in pharmacy.  Buddy married his college sweetheart, 
Amy, 36 years ago.  Buddy and Amy now reside in Pooler, Ga., and they have 

three sons, two daughters-in-law, and two grandchildren.  

  

 

Homeland Security 

By Buddy Carter   
U.S. Congressman (R-GA) 
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Security  

A merican society has always oscillated on 
the continuum of freedom and security, 

giving up a little of one in order to pursue the  
other.  For example, in our capitalist economy, we 
prioritize the freedom to pursue opportunity over 
the false security of government guaranteed  
outcomes.  On our highways, we trade away the 
freedom to drive 100 mph for the security of 
knowing other drivers won’t be going 100 mph 
either.  The list of trade-offs goes on and on.  
Today, however, we’re facing a different crisis—a 
crisis that is threatening both our freedom and our 
security. 
 
In today’s dangerous world, when we ask the 
Pentagon’s leadership to talk about national   
security, we expect them to focus on defeating 
enemies abroad, protecting our borders, and  
preventing the next terrorist attack.  We all     
remember when that question was put to Navy 
Admiral Mike Mullen, then Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, during remarks to business     
executives in 2011.   In answer to that question, 
Mullen said, “I believe the single, biggest threat to 
our national security is our debt.”  Admiral Mullen 
was right then, and he is right today. 
 
Irrespective of one’s politics, you care about   
national security.  From our dedicated military 
personnel, law enforcement agencies, and   
intelligence community, there are thousands of 
men and women doing amazing work to keep 
Americans safe—and we owe each of them a 
tremendous debt of gratitude.  Their sacrifice 
allows us to pursue our goals, raise our families, 
and as a people determine the direction of our 
country.  However, we, too, must do our part.   
This includes using our voices and votes to 
improve the economic outlook of our nation. 
 
We must confront the debt first by reducing 
spending.  In each of the four years that I have 
served as a member of the U.S. House, we    
reduced the number of dollars appropriated by the 
Congress.  It’s a small step, but an important one.  
As a member of the House Budget Committee, I 

helped to craft and pass a 10-year balanced 
budget to put America back on track.  This year, 
with a new American Senate, we can again pass 
that budget, and this time make it binding. 
 
We cannot cut our way to prosperity, however.  
We cannot cut our way to debt repayment.  We 
will continue to make government more effective, 
efficient, and accountable, but we must grow 
America into prosperity.  Entrepreneurship and  
job creation are the key.  In each Congress, I 
introduce the FairTax because I know that this 
revolutionary tax reform legislation will unleash  
the American economy and ensure economic 
vibrancy for generations.  With each Congress,  
the American people and I add more and more    
members of Congress to our list of FairTax     
supporters.   
 
In addition to the FairTax, there are many other 
good ideas we could implement that will create 
jobs, strengthen our economy, and ensure long-
term success.  That said, we must not pretend that 
we can fully address this national security chal-
lenge with the current president in the White 
House.  Though his agenda has been limited since 
voters threw the Democrats out of the House in 
2010, the burdensome and expensive legacy of 
his first two years—two years of total Democratic 
control of Washington—continues to drain     
America’s economic energy today.  While I would 
welcome “the big deal” with the White House, I will 
continue to do what I can, when I can, on Capitol 
Hill to move the needle in the direction of        
economic security. 
 
We are entering the height of budget season on 
Capitol Hill, and this national security conversation 
will be front and center.  Our Founders understood 
Admiral Mullen’s concern.  It was John Adams 
who said, “There are two ways to enslave a    
nation.  One is by the sword. The other is by debt.”  
You and I can do great things together to serve 
this nation, and in this year at this time with this 
president we must not be discouraged.  I ask for 
your prayers that Congress and the president may 
find wisdom, and that God will continue to bless 
and save the United States of America. 

Who Am I? 
 

Rob Woodall    
represents the 7th 
Congressional   
District of Georgia, 
and serves on the 
House Budget  
Committee,     
Transportation & 
Infrastructure Committee, as well as serving 
as Chairman of the Rules Subcommittee on 
Legislative & Budget Process.  Woodall was 
born and raised in Georgia, graduated from 
Marist School in 1988, attended Furman 
University for his undergraduate degree, and 
received his law degree from the University 

of Georgia.  

By Rob Woodall   
U.S. Congressman (R-GA) 
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B orderlands—the district near a border; 
an area of overlap between two things; 

 
It is the area in which each of the divergent countries or ideas mingle 
and influence the culture and politics of the other.  Europe is rife with 
borderlands—meeting, mingling, and changing each other.  America 
is also, along the southern border where many have now taken on a 
new language, Spanglish, and Mexican border states have been 
Americanized.  So are we adjusting to changing demographics or 
losing national identities and historic cultural differences that make 
each unique and valuable?  Can or should we say that any country is 
exceptional?   
 
For centuries, the continent of Europe was the exceptional part of the 
world through creating, nurturing, and protecting the Western       
Civilization we have inherited.  If it loses that distinction, will we also 
lose our perception that Western Civilization is of value to the world 
and something to be rigorously protected?  Watching ISIS blow up 
yet another historical artifact did something to my heart.  Someone 
commented that it can destroy the artifact, but it cannot destroy the 
history.  I'm not certain that is true.  I recently spoke with a young 
woman who said, with disdain, that she had no idea who Winston 
Churchill was.  If the relics, the writings, the physical proof of our 
existence and what was accomplished are obliterated, it will leave a 
hole and a vacuum to be filled by others seeking to eradicate much 
that the world holds dear and impose their world view on the culture 

of today and in the future.  The importance of Western and American 
thinking, economic strategies, pursuit of freedom, and protection of 
God-given rights are under attack in many ways—morally, socially, 
economically, and physically.  If another culture is predominant, will 
America and her ideals lose their relevance?  Will Europe?  The  
answer is sadly...yes. 
 
The world is now an immense borderland of clashing ideologies 
struggling for dominance.  Our national identity, our unique safe  
haven for the troubled world, and a government founded on individual 
liberty and human worth must be defended for the security of all 
nations and people.  This is not arrogance.  It is reality. The health 
and continued influence of America is essential now.  As a nation and 
a people, we must never tolerate or bring into our land, evil—or those 
using it to change our civilization.  The borderlands foretell the future. 
 
 

 

By Dulany Woodward 
President,  

Colorado Federation of Women 

Photo: Spc. Alexandra Campo 

Who Am I? 
 
Dulany D. Woodward is President of  
the Colorado Federation of            
Republican Women and is Vice Chair 
of the NFRW Achievement Awards 
Committee.  She is an advocate for 
women’s issues and a frequent     
contributor to VOICES Magazine.  

 Terrorism 
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A re radical terrorist cells operating in America?              
Has radical Islam come to Georgia? 

 
These are questions heard more frequently as vivid media reports 
show a continuous string of atrocities happening overseas.  Many ask 
similar questions—some wondering not IF our country is in danger, but 
wondering how SOON we may be in danger.    
 
Are radical terrorists here?  The answer comes quickly for those willing 
to brave the Internet.  All you have to do is Google “Islamic radical cells 
in the United States” and watch what pops up . . . pages and pages of 
results.  Google identifies 2,080,000 sources addressing “Islamic 
radical cells in the United States.”  (The seven links below are just the 
tip of an iceberg of information.) 
 
Articles: Coming to America: A Terrorist Cell Near You 

Iran Has Sleeper Cells in U.S. Ready to Attack 
We are Charlie, indeed! 22 Islamic terror camps in U.S. 

For The Record: Sleeper Cells Inside Our Nation ... - TheBlaze 

"Islamic State" Terror Cell Found Inside America 

Islamic extremists invade U.S., join sleeper cells ... 

Radical Islam - Valdosta Tea Party  
 
Wikipedia, the free online encyclopedia, describes a Global Terrorism 
Index (GTI)* that is an attempt to systematically rank the nations of the 
world according to their terrorist activity. (The 2014 index map is    
pictured.  The darker the red, the more the terrorism.)  The hotbed of       
                    

terrorism, ranked number 1, is Iraq with a score of 10 and the darkest 
red.  Of the 124 countries listed in the index, the U.S. ranks 30th.  The 
scoring system accounts for the relative impact of terrorist incidents in 
the year including the number of incidents, the number of fatalities, and 
injuries caused by terrorism, as well as the approximate level of total 
property damage from terrorist incidents in the year.   
 
Is there anything happening in Georgia, you ask?   A posting by the 
Valdosta Tea Party (http://valdostateaparty.com/Radical-Islam.html )   
reports a warning by former CIA Agent, Kevin Shipp, July 25, 2013, in 
Southeast Georgia Today.  Shipp told the Vidalia Kiwanis Club that the 
CIA was arming Islamic jihadists in Syria (2013) at the behest of the 
president, and that radical Islam was staging a cultural jihad.  “We’re 
allowing them to do it under our First Amendment.  They’re using our 
Constitution against us and destroying us from the inside . . . . “   Shipp 
described a sleeper cell in Jesup where the Nation of Islam was 
reported to have purchased 1,800 acres.   
 
NewsMax reports (Feb. 9, 2015) Tom DeLay, former House Majority 
Leader, noting a recent FBI  announcement that 48 states have Islamic 
radical cells.  “We're allowing the Muslim brotherhood to move freely to 
America.  This group called CAIR, Council for American Islamic 
Relations, is moving freely within America.” 
 
America and her allies await news of how the U.S. government 
will shape foreign policy and subsequent action to confront ISIS 
and other radical groups.   
 
*The index combines a number of factors associated with terrorist attacks to build an 
explicit picture of the impact of terrorism over a 10-year period, illustrating trends, and 
providing a data series for analysis by researchers and policymakers.  It is the product 
of Institute for Economics and Peace (IEP) and is based on data from the Global 
Terrorism Database (GTD) which is collected and collated by the National Consortium for 
the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism (START) at the University of 
Maryland. The GTD has codified more than 125,000 cases of terrorism.[1])      

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/5/5d/

Global_Terrorism_Index.svg/863px-Global_Terrorism_Index.svg.png 
 

By Judy True 
Editor-in-Chief 

VOICES Publications 

 Terrorism 
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T he best answer to the question 
might be . . . “Look at where terrorists 
have targeted in the past.” 
A Global Terrorism Database map 
shows where incidents occurred in the 
last 40 years.  A quick look at the map 
shows terrorism “hot spots” have  
included: 
 

 
1. States in the Northeast 
2. Central (Texas and Oklahoma) 
3. Northwest (Oregon and 

Washington) 
4. California (San Francisco) 
5. California (Los Angeles) 
6. Southwest (Southwest Arizona) 
7. East Alabama and Northern 

Georgia (Atlanta) 

START-Infographic-8-1-Terrorism-in-the-US-1970-2013. httpwww.patriotnetdaily.com 

 Terrorism 

Fox News Poll reported on Fox News TV  [1-29-15]  
What is the greatest threat to future generations?   

•    52% Terrorism  
 
GOP.com [2-9-14] 
Now is the time for bold American leadership. And now is 
the time to strengthen our military, secure our borders, and 
support our allies  
 
U.S. Congressman David Perdue (R-GA) [10-23-14] 
“I believe we don't have the leadership with regard to the White 
House and the administration paying attention to our national 
security. I’m hearing from people all over Georgia and they're 
very concerned about that. It's not just ISIS; it's the Ebola threat. 
ISIS itself threatened our very backyard when they say we're  
 

bringing our terrorism to your backyard. We need to pay 
attention to that." 

• www.13wmaz.com/story/news/local/.../david-
perdue.../17793185/  

 
U.S. Rep. Darrell Issa (R-CA)  [8-24-14] 
“In every country, the number one issue was ISIS and the need 
for the U.S. to step up its response.” 

       [Statement made in ut.sandiego.com following visits to   
Israel, Egypt, and Jordan; “Issa’s Mideast talks 

       focus on ISIS” ] 
 

U.S. Rep. Tom Price (R-GA) [8-24-14] 
President says "we don’t have a strategy yet" to deal with #ISIS. 
That's obvious and increasingly unacceptable. 

• @RepTomPrice 
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 .S. Senator David Perdue (R-GA) recently urged 
members of Congress to attend the Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's joint address to Congress 
and the American people.  He welcomed Netanyahu and 
strongly urged his colleagues in both the House and Senate 
to forego political theatre and attend to the concerns shared 
by the Israeli prime minister.  “Members should focus on the 
substance of the prime minister's concerns, not the venue of 
their delivery.  It is irresponsible for any member of Con-
gress to refuse to even listen to the prime minister and turn 
their back on our ally, Israel, at such a critical time.” 
  
At a time when the Mideast is aflame with terrorist activity 
and unrest, Perdue noted that the prime minister's address 
to Congress and the American people was an important step 
in preventing Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons capabil-
ity. “This is not just about America's or Israel's security—this 
is about global security.”   
  
"From ISIL to Iran, the Obama Administration has a danger-
ous habit of kicking the can down the road and  ignor-
ing growing challenges to our national security.  This cannot 
happen when dealing with an Iranian regime that is deter-
mined on developing a nuclear weapon and accruing power 
in the region.” 
  
Perdue urged the upholding of our long-standing bipartisan 
support for a strong strategy aimed at preventing Iran from 

developing nuclear weapons. “A nuclear-armed Iran would 
spell disaster for the region, usher in a new era of nuclear 
proliferation, and would threaten America and our allies.”   
 
As a member of the Senator Foreign Relations Committee, 
Perdue promised to continue working with his congressional 
colleagues to ensure that a strong and consistent U.S.    
foreign policy will project leadership around the world.  Such 
a policy should never take for granted the countries that 
have partnered with us for freedom and democracy. 
  
Click here to watch remarks from Senator Perdue and Prime 
Minister Netanyahu in Israel.   
  
[A March 3, 2015, release from Sen. Perdue’s Washington, D.C. 
office.] 

 

AsiaNews.internet.public domain 

An Ally 
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An Ally  

K 
ing Abdullah II ascended the Jordanian throne in February 1999 
following the death of his popular father, King Hussein.  He is 
head of a constitutional monarchy in which the king retains   
substantial power.  Since 1999, Jordan’s economy has grown, 

foreign investing has increased, and public-private partnerships have 
improved.  He also negotiated a free trade agreement with the United 
States, our first with an Arab country.  The aggressive economic          
liberalization program under King Abdullah II is an effort to stimulate the 
economy, as well as raise the standard of living. 

Abdullah has initiated municipal elections and edged Jordan toward    
democracy.  A prime minister was appointed in 2011 and the king has 
announced his intention to move toward a British-style cabinet govern-
ment.  And . . . he has made women’s rights an important part of his   
dynasty. Married to Queen Rania (a Palestinian), King Abdullah is the 
first king of Jordan who has never had more than one wife. 

Jordan is one of the few non-petroleum producing nations in the region 
and is strategically dependent on oil from its neighbor, Iraq. Continuing 
civil unrest in Iraq puts Jordanian national and energy security at risk. 
Jordan's first nuclear power plant will be in Aqaba. 

King Abdullah began his schooling in England and continued his         
education in the United States.  On returning home, he joined the Royal 
Jordanian Army as an officer with training in parachuting and freefall.  He 
completed the Armored Officer’s Advanced Course at Fort Knox in 1986 
and became a tank company commander in the 91st Armored Brigade as 
a captain.  He also served with the Royal Jordanian Air Force where he 

flew Cobra attack 
helicopters.  He 
assumed com-
mand of Jordan’s 
Special Forces and became a major general in 1998.  Jordan has a true 
warrior as a leader. 

In a region racked with political unrest and the turmoil of terrorism, the 
role of Jordan as a friendly ally is critical to promoting a culture of peace 
in the Mideast.  Likewise advantageous is having a “ trained” military 
leader as an ally.  With the rise of ISIS in the region, much discussion 
has evolved over the term “Islamic extremism.”  ISIS demonstrators have 
been angry with the Jordanian government and there have been fears 
that support for the group is growing in Jordan.  ISIS forces captured 
Royal Jordanian Air Force fighter pilot Moath al-Kasasbeh last December 
and later burned him alive during a notorious video that they published 
online. The killing sparked retaliatory attacks from Jordan personally led 
by King Abdullah.  
 
In a CNN interview, King Abdullah described ISIS fighters as “outlaws” of 
Islam and said ISIS had set up an “irresponsible caliphate to try to ex-
pand their dominion over Muslims.”  He went on to declare . . .  “It is our 
war. It has been for a long time.” 
 

[Sources:  Wikipedia.  CNN, 3-2-2015] 

Photos: public domain 
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W hen people ask me about my experience on  
the campaign trail for David’s election to the 

U.S. Senate, I tell them this:  “Think of an 18-month long  
business trip where you basically live out of an overnight 
bag, all your time is scheduled, and On the Road Again 
becomes your theme song.  Breakfasts are always served 
with ‘issues’ and dinners aren’t so much meals as they are    
fast-food  drive-bys.”  I’ve often heard people attempt to 
quantify the campaign experience by using similar metrics: 
miles driven, towns visited, cups of coffee consumed, and   
in Georgia, fish fry and barbeque plates eaten.  It’s true    
that miles, meals, and meetings were certainly a large     
part of my day-to-day life on the campaign trail.  But when    
I think about my life over that year and a half, the true  

 
measure of my experience comes in the form of the  
people I met along the way. 
 
I am actually a very private person, so getting up in front of 
political and community groups to talk about David was   
always a challenge for me. But every day on the campaign 
trail, I met new people who shared their stories and their 
concerns with me.  Every day I would encounter people who 
had given up part of their day to come meet me because 
they believed in David’s message and they were concerned 
about our great country. And every day, I was humbled. 
 
I think the most surprising part for me was how many people 
sacrificed countless hours to do everything they could to 
help elect David.  Through the long months of the primary, 
runoff, and general elections, they soldiered on and worked 
tirelessly. 
 
We formed life-long friendships.  It’s also surprising how 
much I miss being in regular contact with our volunteers, as 
well as the great people of Georgia we saw over and over on 
the trail.  So, in a word, my campaign experience was    
nothing short of transformative.  The people I met and the 
hopes, concerns, and frustrations they were kind enough to 
share with me were inextricably linked to my experience on 
the campaign trail. And it is those hopes, concerns, and  
frustrations that continue to fuel David and me today. 
 

Bonnie Perdue is wife of newly-elected U.S. Senator David 

Perdue (R-GA).    

By Bonnie Perdue 
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M y interest in civic duty began when I was only eight years old.  
My school was participating in a coat drive, and I could not wait to get 
home to tell my mom and dad all about it.  Within minutes, mom and I 
were out the door and on our way to the mall where we selected and 
purchased 30 warm winter coats.  
 
It was a typical November day in Chicago—cold, windy and 
snowing—when my mom drove me to school with all those coats.  
She made it clear that I was responsible for getting the coats into 
school.  It took seven or eight trips up and down the stairs to get them 
into the school office.  Once the work was done, I felt really good 
inside, knowing that 30 children would be warmer that winter.  It also 
made me feel great to see how proud my mom was of me!  
 
We moved to Georgia when I was 10 years old, and I wanted to  
continue community service.  However, when I reached out to  
organizations seeking volunteer opportunities, I was told things like 
“you’re too young” and “you will be a liability.”  I was even warned that 
“soup cans might fall on your head!”  
 
Not willing to give up, I asked my mom if I could start my own 
program.  She told me it would be “a lot of work,” but that if I was 
"willing to put in the time and effort," she would help.  
 
I believe student volunteer work should be meaningful, help achieve 
standards, and meet learning goals.  Students are motivated when 
they see that their efforts are meaningful and that their service can 
have value to someone outside the classroom. It's a phenomenal 
feeling to know we can do something to bring a smile to the face of 
another! 
 
I founded Change 4 Georgia (C4G) with an IDEA in mind: 
  

     
    

    I  =  Intently Inspire students to get involved in their communities; 
  
    D = Diligently Demonstrate Patriotism; 
  
    E = Effectively Encourage a healthy, positive, and active lifestyle; 
  
    A = Actively Assist our military, Veterans, and their families. 
       

C4G community involvement includes a wide variety of assistance.  
We collect food for military families that need a hand up.  We send 
comfort food—like oatmeal, crackers, and beef jerky to troops 
overseas.  Last year, we provided Christmas dinners, toys, and 
wrapped gifts to 16 individuals from military families and partnered 
with our local Veterans of Foreign Wars for a festive holiday party. 
C4G volunteers read to preschool children as part of our Read Across 
Forsyth initiative and then helped the children make cards and other 
crafts to send to troops overseas. 

There are now more than 50 dedicated members of the Change 4 
Georgia Thrive Team, all of whom support our service men and  
women and their families.  They have donated more than 2,000   
volunteer hours in the past three years and raised more than one 
million dollars in cash and in-kind donations! 

I believe the only distance between dreams and reality is action.  By 
acting, we can help others, learn skills along the way, and have fun 
doing it. 

I have learned that children can combine compassion, effective 
leadership, perseverance, and hard work to make a positive 
difference in our community.   Follow the steps below so you can get 
started.                                                        
                Continued on next page  

By Remington Youngblood 
Youth Entrepreneur 
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       1.  Determine what is important to you. 
         
I chose to focus on the military because of one word:  FREEDOM! 
My great-grandfather served as a Marine stationed on a battleship 
in the Pacific.  I believe it's our civic duty to take care of those who 
take care of us.  
 
Where do you want your work to make a difference?  Find a cause 
you are passionate about and make everything you do an 
adventure. Here are some possibilities: education, literacy, elderly, 
environmental issues, hunger, and animals.  Your life is your 
story…make sure it is one worth reading! 

  
           2.  Start small, but take action! 

You don't have to start your own non-profit to make a difference.  I 
asked guests attending my 13th birthday party to bring cash dona- 
tions and books for Change 4 Georgia.  My friends gifted $1,450 in 
cash and 221 books!  Have a food drive at your school or in your 
neighborhood.  Set up a lemonade stand or car wash and donate 
the proceeds to your favorite local charity. Write   letters and make 
cards to send to soldiers overseas. 

As former President Ronald Reagan said, “We can’t help every-
one, but everybody can help someone.”  We support several 
senior centers by washing cars to raise money for things like 
Alzheimer's research, as well as making smoothies, helping with 
crafts, and playing bingo with residents.  Make good things 
happen everywhere you can! 

3.  Partner with existing organizations. 

Last Veterans Day, we partnered with the American Red Cross to 
recognize the men and women who serve our country by helping 
prepare and serve a meal to veterans and their families.  C4G 
volunteers also made and sold root beer floats, hot dogs, and ice-
cream sundaes as part of a Juvenile Diabetes Research Founda-
tion (JDRF) fund-raiser.  Every year we volunteer at United Way 
fund-raisers helping with crafts and selling food and       
beverages .  These opportunities fit with our IDEA (mission) and 
are an enjoyable way to volunteer without having to plan, 
organize, or lead our own event. 

4.  Continue to grow. 

The more volunteer opportunities you participate in, the more 

experience you gain.  Last year, we secured a very generous 
donation of 100,000 books from Indiana!  While this was almost 
beyond our wildest dreams, we didn't have existing storage or a 
way to transport the books to Georgia.  Through my service, I 
have learned how to reach out to local businesses for help.  I was   
excited to secure both the funding to move the books, as well as 
space in a local business's warehouse to store them. 
 
We staff our new IDEAS with student project directors.  For 
example, last year we began Cookies 4 Courage to deliver home-
baked cookies as a thank you to police and fire personnel.  We 
also started Flower Power, where we deliver colorful flowers for     
residents at senior centers to trim and arrange.  This program for 
seniors helps to brighten their day!  Giving each project a student 
director helps our volunteers develop important life skills—from 
organizing entire programs to managing many other volunteers. 

  

5. Dream BIG and Take Action! 

  
Stick with your dreams and don't let anyone tell you you're too 
young to make a difference. Community service takes hard work, 
but the rewards are endless.  As I mentioned earlier, the distance 
between dreams and reality is action. By acting, we can help  
others, learn skills along the way, and have fun doing it. 

  
Winston Churchill once said, “Attitude is a little thing that makes a big     
difference.” Well, I'm doing that little thing. If each of us does a little, then 
together we can make a big impact!  It really does take a village! 

Continued from previous page 

Who Am I? 
 
Remington Youngblood is an international  
award-winning speaker and civic servant who 
meets real human needs.  As a Forsyth County 
student, he takes the most rigorous course load 
and is President of Student Council and a mem-
ber of Builders Club; sits on the Superinten-
dent’s     Student Advisory Board; and, started a 
Committee for Food and Nutrition.  Youngblood 
is also an Advisory Board member for 
AboutFace, a  veteran’s program; a Human 
Interest Intern for the Morning Coffee radio 
show; and a member of the Committee for Food 
and Nutrition. 

WHO SAID . . .   

“�when our citizens are abused or attacked, anywhere in the world on the direct orders of a hostile regime, we will        
respond so long as I am in this Oval Office. Self defense is not only our right, it is our duty.” 

“I warned that there should be no place on earth where terrorists can rest and train and practice their deadly skills.               
I meant it. I said that we would act with others if possible and alone if necessary to ensure that terrorists have no           
sanctuary anywhere tonight.” 

~President Ronald Reagan  
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F lash Points . . . 
1.  A place, event, or time at 

which trouble, such as violence or anger, 
flares up; 
             2.  Chemistry—the temperature at 
which a particular organic compound gives 
off sufficient vapor to ignite in air; 
             3.  Our Republican Women 
Federation—the point at which we come 
together to ignite and give off sufficient 
light and energy to change our country. 
 

It is always useful to 
turn a negative into a 
positive and find a way 
to use its energy for 
positive action. Hence, 
flash points can be 
accelerants for new 
thinking, renewed 
commitment, exciting plans, and bonding 
of divergent opinions into a greater 
explosion of productivity and excitement. 
 

As in any business, periodic officer      
retreats, or any time together, reinforces 
your team and builds a cohesive         
atmosphere for brainstorming or working 
through kinks.  With all the technology 
available, quick FaceTime chats or Skype 
keep you connected and on the same 
page which is essential for understanding, 
harmony, and progress.  Officers at every 
level are partners and should know the 
person behind the title.  We are all      
volunteers.  Keep that firmly in mind when 
deadlines slide or family needs supersede 
our "important meeting."  Yes, we agree to   
 

the requirements 
of time and energy for the positions we 
assume and we must fulfill those 
requirements.  However, there will always 
be personal snags.  Learning to ask for 
help is essential.  Forget about pride or the 
prestige of the position.  Let others step in 
and graciously share the credit and see 
that everyone knows of their importance.   
 

Leaders lead—they do not do all 
of the work.  Too many times 
clubs fail because a resident does 
everything and sometimes without 

a consensus 
from her board 
or membership.  
If one person, or 
even the entire 
board, makes all 
the decisions 
and runs every 

committee, the members begin to 
question their importance and feel 
less inclined to volunteer for 
activities, or even to be an  officer.  
They look at the current officers 
and don't think they have the time or 
knowledge.  So clubs stagnate, lose 
focus, or everyone just gets tired.  
That is a good time to re-evaluate 
and plan a fun get-together to talk 
and socialize and recharge 
everyone's batteries.  Summer 
activities, Fourth of July parades,   
bar–b-ques with candidates/officials, 
celebration of a scholarship winner, 
all create flash points of enjoyment 
with each other and, therefore, new 
ways to relate and succeed. 
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By Dulany Woodward  
President, Colorado FRW 

  . . . 
They do not do all 

the work! 
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1st District—Anne Mueller 
  Chatham County 
2nd District—no clubs 
3rd District—Dee Carlson 
  Coweta County 
4th District—Sarah Looper 
  DeKalb County 
5th District—vacant 
6th District—Natalie Olmi 
  DeKalb County 
7th District—Linda Williams 
  Gwinnett County 
8th District—Varie Rustin 
  Houston County 
9th District—Judy True 
  Hall County 
10th District—Jean Blackstone 
  Oconee County 
11th District—Melinda Mock 
  Cherokee County 
12th District —Lillian Smith 
  Columbia County 
13th District —Joyce Hinton 
  Henry County 
14th District—vacant  

Defining a District Director 
 

The Miriam-Webster Dictionary provides a perfect description of a district director  
defining the word liaison as “. . . a person who helps organizations or groups to work 
together and provide information to each other.”  As district directors, we serve as 
liaisons between clubs throughout Georgia and the Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women.  We provide club presidents with ideas and guidelines that contribute to the 
growth and prosperity of clubs in our respective districts.  However, growth and 
prosperity can only be achieved with members’ willingness to carry out the numerous 
duties and responsibilities included in their club bylaws and standing rules.  
 

The district director examines the needs of each existing club, makes resources 
available, and offers suggestions and help in rebuilding a club or establishing a   
satellite club that could in the future become its own club.  District directors encourage 
club officers to get to know the NFRW and GFRW websites and to familiarize them-
selves with the website sections on bylaws and policies/procedures.  For a specific 
outline of the duties of a district director, go to the GFRW website—www.gfrw.org—
and refer to the GFRW Bylaws, pg. 6, Article 5; Section 7 under District Directors 
B.  District directors assist with review of club bylaws and standing rules, as well as 
membership promotion and formation of new clubs.   
 
Promoting the development and chartering of new clubs 
 

One of our major duties is to help form new clubs around the state. Your district 
director follows a carefully-outlined chartering process provided by the National 
Federation of Republican Women.  The steps for forming and chartering new clubs  
are outlined in national and state bylaws.  
 

New clubs can be formed with a minimum of 10 paying members.  The well-executed 
plan, laid out at our national website—www.nfrw.org, helps club organizers set up the 
new club.  The procedure is simplified by following the templates provided in the 
handbook, "Guide to Starting a New Club.”  The NFRW Membership Committee 
provides useful instructions, sample letters, sample bylaws, membership applications, 
as well as meeting forms and sample newspaper announcements.  Existing clubs find 
it helpful to review these materials from time to time in order to streamline and 
enhance their club’s organization.  
 

District directors also provide ideas for forming satellite clubs within a club to benefit a 
greater number of the members’ schedules.  Virtual clubs are also a  possibility for 
expanding membership opportunities. 
 

The 9th Congressional District currently has three clubs and has experienced the most 
growth in number of new clubs formed in recent years.  Foothills Republican Women’s 
Club was chartered in 2012; the Republican Women of Hall Club was  chartered in 
2013; and, a new club—Republican Women Federated of Habersham County—is 
awaiting its charter this spring.  Judy True is 9th District Director. 
 
                                                                                                 Continued on next page 

By Natalie Olmi   
Sixth District Director 
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Ensure that your club members receive what they pay for: 
 Urge your club treasurer to send updates of the club roster and  
        members’ addresses to the GFRW treasurer.  Include mailing 

addresses, telephone numbers, and e-mail addresses.  Without 
e-mail addresses, members will not receive VOICES Magazine, 
GFRW E-Newsletters, Legislative Updates, VOICESmail or  
NFRW’s  Republican Woman Magazine.  

 
Update address changes:   
 When members move or change e-mail addresses, forward a 

copy of these changes to the GFRW treasurer, so that members 
will continue to receive publications and notices. 

 
 

Announce when new issues of magazines are available:  
 Put the links to the publications on your club Web site and in 

your club newsletter.  Encourage members to click on the  
       VOICES Magazine link in their e-mail announcement from 

GFRW.   
 
Pass around a copy of VOICES Magazine during club meetings:  

Display VOICES Magazine, The Republican Woman        
Magazine, or the latest VOICESmail on a laptop computer  
before and after local club meetings.  Station a member at the 
laptop to show others how to access the publications. 

 
Ask computer-savvy members to forward the VOICES links to 
their friends, neighbors, and local GOP members.   
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District Directors HOTLINE—Continued 

Getting to know the personality of each club 
 

At least twice a year, district directors attempt to contact club 
presidents by phone or in person, either at GFRW board meetings or 
over the phone.  As board members, directors have the opportunity to 
attend three GFRW board meetings annually.  If possible, directors 
have onsite visits to clubs in order to introduce themselves and to  
provide encouragement.  
 
Identify your particular club’s primary weakness or need for 
improvement and one strength your officers/members would like to 
discuss with your district director.  We are here to help . . . 

• Start new clubs in your area 
• Check your approved bylaws to ensure clubs are properly  

              organized 
• Encourage your club’s good standing in the Federation 

through payment of dues (enabling members to be local club, 
state, and national members of the Federation) 

• Serve the Republican needs in your area 

• Increase club membership 
 

[* See previous page for a listing of GFRW District Directors. There is a 
vacancy in Congressional District #14.  If you live in this area and want 
to volunteer for this job, please contact Ruby Robinson, GFRW  
President, to be considered for a temporary appointment until the next 
election this fall 2015.] 

Who Am I? 
 

Natalie Olmi (“Tali”) is 6th District 
Director and Immediate Past President 
of the North DeKalb Republican 
Women.  She has been Chairman of the 
Fabulous 40th State Senate District 
several terms and currently serves as 
Vice Chairman.  She has been an   
officer in the DeKalb GOP.  
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 E rica Barker is a junior at the University of North Georgia in 
Dahlonega, where she is studying political science with a 

focus on American politics.  Barker is chairwoman of the College 
Republicans at her university and a member of the  Foothills    
Republican Women’s Club.  “Through College Republicans, as well 
as various Republican Women groups around north Georgia, I’ve 
found a passion for educating my peers and garnering female  
interest in the Republican Party, as well as dispelling the myths 
that may keep women from affiliating,” she said.  “I’m excited to 
intern this summer for an organization that shares the same values 
and passions as I do.  I can’t wait to learn more about the NFRW 
and its mission!” 
 
[The Dorothy Andrews Kabis Memorial Internship:  Barker is one of two 

women selected nationally to intern at NFRW headquarters this summer.] 
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T he women of the 
GFRW visited the 
State Capitol on 
March 20.  GFRW's 
own Anne Mueller 
was recognized and 

introduced in the well, receiving tremendous applause for her past 
work in the Legislature.  The ladies from GFRW in the gallery were 
also acknowledged and received a standing ovation.  Some ladies got 
a brief tour of the governor's office, while others made a visit to the 
secretary of state's office later in the day before heading to the Agri-
culture Building for a boxed lunch.  During lunch, we were treated to 
several informational speeches from legislators and lobbyists.  A new 
Photo Galleries page was created on the GFRW Web site and is 
listed under the events tab for viewing photos of this event as well as 
previous events.    
 
After returning to the hotel, GFRW ladies attended a President's 
Training seminar.  The Friday evening was topped off with a Reagan 
Club Reception featuring an Easter hat competition.   
 
Saturday's Board of Directors meeting was all business when GFRW 
elected the Nominating Committee.  The newly-elected members of 
the Nominating Committee are— 

 
•  Johnell Woody (Cobb County RWC), elected Chairman 
•  Reba Reyna (Coastal RWC) 
•  Marilyn Watts (Greater Fayette RWC) 
•  Natalie Olmi (North DeKalb RWC) 
•  Dee Gay (Cobb County RWC) 

 
Alternates for the Nominating Committee are Tony Lancaster 
(Greater Gwinnett RWC) and Mary Chase (Coweta County RWC). 
 
Members will receive notices from the Nominating Committee in the 
very near future regarding interview dates, meeting places, etc., for 
the purpose of electing new officers for GFRW for 2016-17.    
 
Saturday's luncheon speaker was Tim Echols, Public Service     
Commissioner.  Echols is also the founder of TeenPact—a dynamic, 
hands-on leadership school for Christian students. Its mission is to 
train youth to understand the political process, value their liberty, de-
fend their Christian faith, and engage the culture at a time in their lives 
when, typically, they do not care about such things.  Of course,    
Echols also spoke about the new rules and regulations being placed 
on the Public Service Commission by the government. 
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I am the luckiest woman in the GFRW.  As President of the North DeKalb Republican 
Women, I have the privilege of serving alongside like-minded women and men who care deeply 
about living our conservative values and serving our community.  We put our community service 
ahead of all other expenses and dedicate much of our meeting time to planning and fund-raising for our service work with the Ronald   
McDonald House and the USO.  Last September, I experienced my first day of service to the USO at Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport.  
With help from our shining-star volunteers, we served more than a hundred men and women that day; without Rick Richardson, half of that 
would have been impossible. 

 
 After spending the morning figuring out the hot dog rollers and helping dip up Miss Dolcie’s famous chili in the USO suite, I headed  
downstairs to greet our troops and collect donations at the top of the escalators between the north and south terminals.  There I found Rick     
Richardson, who had come directly from a Georgia GOP breakfast to volunteer with us.  It was also his first time volunteering with the USO.  
His joy and enthusiasm filled the entire space between the terminals.  We talked about travel, conventions, and the Young Republicans while 
we honed our skills at identifying servicemen in need of direction:  look for the hair cut, sharp dress, and military luggage.  Many asked for 
help.  Several people stopped by just to thank us for volunteering. 
 

Our day wound down around three o’clock.  Though we were supposed to stay until four, our coordinator sent us on home because 
it had been such a slow morning and afternoon.  Rick hung back with our past president, Natalie Olmi, insisting that he give her a ride to the 
Oglethorpe MARTA station rather than taking MARTA all the way home.  Five minutes after most of us left, 50 Navy men, straight out of 
training, descended upon the USO.  Rick refilled the coffee, then refilled it again, and again.  Natalie served all of the remaining hot dogs and 
chili, finally digging back into the reserves of sandwiches in the back of the fridge.  They finished at about 5:30.  Rick said he could not wait to 
come back again.   

 
Rick touched our lives and moved our hearts.  He is remembered for his caring 

and selflessness, as well as his desire and willingness to help.  He left his community, and 
our club, a better place. 
 

Coweta County Republican Women’s Club 

   Members of the Coweta County Republican Women (CCRW) held tight to their 
reigns as they sped through the 2014 year accomplishing each goal they set out to do.  In 
the spring, they awarded two scholarships to outstanding high school seniors: first place— 
Savannah A. Emerich, $500; second place—Sarah Rush, $250.  Leading up to the general 
election, members participated in meet and greets, bus tours, fund-raisers, sign waving, door
-to-door calling, and the endless hours of making phone calls.  As the membership of the 
CCRW continued to grow, they found they needed to expand their meeting location, which is 
now located in Turin, Ga (until they grow more).  
 
 What better way to end the year than to give from the heart.  The ladies of CCRW gathered and 
sent Christmas gifts to soldiers of Fort Bragg and across the seas, in addition to gathering much needed  
supplies for a local home for girls.  The CCRW calendar for 2015 is already getting full; much is 
anticipated, as much is to be expected. We are Women, we are Republican, and our vote does matter!! 
  
1st photo—2014 Scholarship winners (L-R) Mary Chase, CCRW President; Sarah Rush, Savannah A. 
Emerich.  2nd photo—Members of the CCRW at the call center. 

Reports from Clare Steen—North DeKalb Republican Women,   
Mary Chase—Coweta County Republican Women’s Club, and  
Barbara Hickey—Cobb County Republican Women’s Club. 

North DeKalb Republican Women 

 

Clare Steen 
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Do  your friends have Internet access?   
Do  you have a friend who is technically-challenged when it comes to computers?   
Do they watch their emails for VOICES, announcements, and legislative updates? 
 
• Help them get new issues of VOICES Magazine and The Republican Woman.   
• Help them  access their “news” by clicking on the link provided and go directly to a full-color, 
        PDF file of the magazine. (VOICES Magazine is published three times a year—spring, summer, and 

winter.  The Republican Woman is issued two or three times per year.)   
• Help your friends access and copy the magazines from www.gfrw.org  and www.nfrw.org   

 
      Federation publications archived on the GFRW and NFRW websites are just a                                                    

                       click away from your computer screen. 
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Cobb County Republican Women’s Club 

T his is the 228th birthday commemorating the signing of the shortest Constitution ever 
written.  The U.S. Constitution was signed on September 17, 1787, by 39 brave men at 
the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, Pa. 
 
Even before women had the right to vote, Republican women were dedicated to the “cause of Freedom,” forming clubs all over the   
country by the late 1800s.  Their purpose was to promote Republican ideals and educate others on the purpose of a sound government. 
 
Many years ago, Millie Rogers, President of the Cobb County Republican Women’s Club and now Past President of the Georgia         
Federation of Republican Women, saw an opportunity to celebrate the efforts of the women who came before us by  providing a U. S. 
Constitution for fifth graders who are required by law to learn this important document.  
 
Last year, Barbara Hickey, 2014 President of Cobb County Republican Women’s Club, took the efforts of the Constitution Day Committee 
statewide reaching out to the concerned citizens across Georgia and encouraging them to purchase Constitutions for the fifth graders in 
their communities.  The efforts of the 34 Georgia counties that participated in this effort sent the message, “We want our children and 
grandchildren to know the greatest and most respected document ever written that is used as a basis for laws around the world.”  It is 
Hickey’s dream that this initiative become a nation-wide effort.  “If Republican women of Georgia can make it happen in our state, 
Republican women across the nation can make it happen in their states as well.  That is my challenge to you.” 
 
This year, Georgia Schools Superintendent Richard Woods has taken on the fund-raising efforts and plans to purchase a            
Constitution for every fifth grader  (approximately 158,000 students) in Georgia from Liberty Day, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization,   
that was founded by a teacher who wanted an enhancement to teach her students.  
 
Each booklet comes with flashcards and each teacher receives a teaching manual to aid in the instruction of this learning tool. The books 
will be delivered to the county superintendents of the 180 school systems with a total of 121 Georgia schools.  Our mission is to contact 
our local school superintendent and volunteer to pack up and deliver the Constitutions to the schools that you are able to visit on Sept. 
17, if possible. 
 
Please contact Barbara Hickey (404-276-0808) or esatlanta@bellsouth.net if you are able to join our efforts as a member of the 2015 
Constitution Day Committee and deliver this document— the supreme law of our country—and described by Philadelphia Convention  
President George Washington as “…the guide which I never will abandon.” 

CONSTITUTION DAY 
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M embership and leadership 
development go hand-in-hand.  

You can’t have one without both being strong. 
Your club must grow and attract new       
members.  However, to attract new members, 
your leaders must be strong and understand 
the importance of each member. 
 
A strong leader attracts new members.  Why? 
Because she understands that a political party 
is comprised of people.  She understands that 
she must have power with people, not power 
over people.  Our goal is to reach people, 
interest them, excite them, and encourage 
them to work for our cause and vote for our 
candidates.  All else are simply the tools to 
help us further that objective.  The strategy 
remains the same.  Only the tools to         
implementing that strategy change.  
 
The leader must budget the club’s time. She 
must realize that members only have so much 
time to contribute. If they feel that their time is 
being wasted, or they don’t enjoy and believe 
in the volunteer work, they won’t whine or 
complain, they will simply walk away.  
 
Recruiting new members is vital to your club. 
We must always be increasing our 
membership if we are to continue to be a 
viable,   effective organization.  Recruiting 
isn’t enough.  We must retain those members. 
Budgeting their time wisely and effectively will 
help inspire them to stay active. 
That includes meetings.  Keep to a schedule. 

Use that gavel.  Tell the speaker his/her time 
will be “enforced” politely but firmly.  Enforce 
the time of the board meeting also.  Don’t let  
it fall into a “chat” session.  
 
A very important tool for retaining members   
is communication.  Always seek to improve 
communication with club members.  Make 
them feel special and important by keeping 
them informed. 
 
Remember that communication must go to all 
members, not just those who are active on 
social media.  Websites, emails, etc., are all 
well and good, but every club has members 
who don’t sit at the computer (or maybe even 
have one) regularly.  Don’t forget the 
telephone. Talking to someone is a very 
powerful tool. 
 
Mentoring is vital.  Don’t underestimate the 
lack of information some of the new members 
have.  Most women join political clubs to  
learn and to work in campaigns.  Be sure to      
educate them about who we are and include 
them in some facet of your committee     
structure.  
 
Make certain there are new faces on the 
board, but be careful about turning the board 
over completely.  Long-time members are 
needed to preserve historical memory of the 
club.  Important in the field of mentoring: as 
soon as a person is elevated to a leadership 
position, she should begin to search for her 
successor and start training her.  
 

A leader must always remember how she got 
where she is.  No one is ever elected by   
herself and no one can successfully lead by 
herself.  It takes teamwork to remain a good 
and effective leader.  Leadership is being 
prepared to do what is asked of others.  It is 
getting out of others what one is willing to do 
herself.  Don’t beg people to follow your 
lead— inspire them!  
 

 
This  article originally appeared in a recent 
issue of  the NFRW Round Table.  Jo Konen 
is chairman of the NFRW Leadership       
Development Committee.  Elaine Miller is 
chairman of the  NFRW Membership       
Committee. 
 
Have questions or suggestions? Contact 
Leadership Development Committee Chair Jo 
Konen at jokonenbylaw@sbcglobal.net.  

 

By Jo Konen and Elaine Miller 
NFRW Board of Directors 

NFRW has created three tools to aid states 
and clubs in their local membership        
recruitment and public relations/outreach 
efforts. They are designed so that a state or 
club can add a customized label with 
contact information and are available in 
varying quantities for a nominal fee.  These 
three tools are:  NFRW Palm Cards, 
Brochures, and National At-large 
Membership Brochures.  [Available at 
www.nfrw.org.] 
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I 
ntroduction—Richard 
Art Viguerie is the  
current chairman of 

ConservativeHQ.com, a 
conservative web portal that 
provides news and reviews, 
discussion boards, free 

newsletters, conservative email, and 
online shopping.  Born in Golden Acres, Tx., on Sept. 23, 1933, 
Viguerie is perhaps best known as a pioneer of political direct   
mail, especially for fund-raising.  Currently, his career as a political 
activist and  writer spans more than 54 years. 

Theme—In his 2014 book, Takeover: The 100-Year War for the 
Soul of the GOP and How Conservatives Can Finally Win It,      
Viguerie asserts that, beginning with Teddy Roosevelt in 1912,   
the Republican Party has been in an internal struggle between a     
progressive, big government elite and a conservative grassroots, 
with the elite winning most of the battles.  To resolve this situation, 
he advocates a conservative takeover, hostile if necessary, of the 
Republican Party by using two methods.  First, by “nominating and 
electing limited-government constitutional conservatives to office— 
particularly to the U.S. House and Senate.”  Second, by focusing 
on “getting conservatives elected to Republican Party office—
starting with precinct committeeman.”  He does not recommend 
starting a third party, but he does seem to advocate sitting out   
elections if you think your choices are not conservative enough. 

Retrospective and Predictions—After the 2012 election, I read 
many post mortems that explained why the Republican Party    
performed so badly.  To its credit the Republican National         
Committee (RNC) used this information to develop a strategy for 
winning future elections.  The 2014 election swept a number of   
self-professed conservative Republicans into office, expanding 
control of the U.S. House of Representatives and giving 
Republicans control of the U.S. Senate for the first time since  
2006.  In addition, Republicans control the majority of 
governorships and state legislatures.  After the 2014 election,     
the RNC announced major changes that will apply to the 2016 
presidential primary process.  The primaries will be compressed, 
starting later and ending sooner, and the early primaries will not be 
winner-take-all for allocating  delegates.  Also, there will be fewer 
debates with more discernment given to selecting venues and 

moderators.  Finally, the RNC has made a tremendous investment 
in technologies for voter identification, registration, and get-out-the-
vote activities.  I predict that these changes will engage more 
people in the process and greatly increase the odds of nominating 
a conservative presidential candidate who will have more time to 
campaign and raise funds for the general election.  Sounds like a 
winning formula. 

Conclusion—This book was written before the 2014 November 
election and before the RNC announced the 2016 primary process 
changes.  However, given the deep distrust that Viguerie displays 
for the Republican leadership, I doubt that this book would have 
been much different had it been written afterward.  I suggest that 
you take the money and time you would have spent buying and 
reading this book and instead take Viguerie’s advice.  Donate to 
the candidates of your choice, volunteer for their campaigns, and 
get involved in your local and state party.  Learn, help, and add 
your voice and your vote.  The “establishment” candidates are 
elected to their positions. So if you want to make a difference, then 
get involved in the process.  The Progressives will use every 
means possible to divide their opposition.  Therefore, we must 
learn to trust each other and work together for our common cause.  
As Abraham Lincoln said,  “A house divided against itself cannot 
stand.” 

óó Hardcover:  368 pages / 
ISBN-13:  978-1936488544 
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By J. D. Van Brink   
Chairman of the Georgia Tea Party 

Who Am I?  

John David (J.D.) Van Brink earned his 
MBA from Tennessee Technological     
University.  He has worked at Olin         
Corporation, EDS, General Motors, IBM, 
Barclay’s American Bank, Duke Power, and 
The Institute for Nuclear Power Operations 
(INPO).  Van Brink now works as a software 
developer at one of the largest credit card 
processing companies in the world, Total 
System Services (TSYS), in Kennesaw, Ga.   
Van Brink is also the Chairman of the  
Georgia Tea Party™ and The Simple Tax.  
He enjoys reading books on a variety of 
topics including history, economics, politics, 

and philosophy. 
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Reagan Club Membership $100  

                   
Name __________________________________________________ 
 

Club ___________________________________________________ 
 

Address ________________________________________________ 
 

City _______________________State ____  ZIP _______________ 
 

Telephone ______________________________(Home) 
 

              ______________________________ (Work) 
 

              ______________________________ (Cell) 
 

E-Mail Address __________________________________________ 
 

Make your check payable to GFRW  
and on the reference line write Reagan Club.   

Mail to:   
Wanda Duffie, 4193 Day Road, Martinez, Ga. 30907 

 

Reagan ClubReagan ClubReagan ClubReagan Club    
 

 Individuals 
  Billie Dendy 
 Wanda Duffie 
 Debbie McCord 
 Ruby Robinson   

Clubs 
 Cobb County Republican Women’s  Club 
 CSRA Republican Women 
 Golden Isles Republican Women 
 Greater Gwinnett Republican Women 
 Middle Georgia Republican Women 
 Republican Women of Henry County 
 Savannah Area Republican Women 

 
(First Quarter, 2015) 

Photo: Public Domain 

Members of the Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women have the opportunity to become a member 
of the 2015 Ronald Reagan Club.  Memberships  
enable GFRW to achieve the organization’s goals 
for the Republican cause in Georgia.   
 
We welcome your contribution as a Reagan Club 
Member ($100). Your local club also can join the 
Reagan Club.  Membership dues support GFRW’s 
efforts to advance the participation of Republican 
women in all areas of politics and to promote      
Republican candidates and philosophy. 
 

For further information email  
Wanda Duffie 

welizabethduffie@yahoo.com 


