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OICES 

G FRW’s Fall Board Meeting and Biennial 
Convention last month on St. Simons Island is now 
history! Among those attending the meeting held 
Oct. 16 and 17 at Sea Palms Resort and 
Conference Center were 42 GFRW voting 
delegates, as well as other GFRW members from 
across Georgia.   
 
The two-day event included a parliamentary 
procedure workshop, dolphin cruise, and reception 
on Friday; the board meeting and biennial 
convention followed on Saturday and concluded 
with a luncheon. U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter, a 
Republican from the 1st District in Georgia, spoke to 
the group and then responded to questions.  
 
Donna Rowe, of the Cobb County Republican 
Women’s Club (CCRWC), served as 
parliamentarian for the meeting and also facilitated 
the parliamentary procedure workshop.  
 
                                                                         

 
During the awards presentation, GFRW President 
Ruby Robinson distributed awards that Georgia  
clubs won at the National Federation of Republican 
Women Biennial Convention held in Phoenix in mid-
September. Officers for 2016-2017 were also 
elected. They are: Barbara Hickey, president; Sara 
(Sally) Snyder, 1st vice president; Joyce Hinton, 2nd 
vice president; Cindy Theiler, 3rd vice president; 
Varie Rustin, secretary; Billie Dendy, treasurer, and 
Denise Ognio, assistant treasurer.  
 
Prior to the close of the meeting, Millie Rogers, a 
past president of GFRW and member of CCRWC, 
read a Congressional Record proclamation from 
Georgia’s Sen. Johnny Isakson on Constitution Day 
commending the GFRW and others “for their efforts 
to bring attention to this important day.” He also 
encouraged “all Georgians and all Americans to 
read, study and learn the contents of the U.S. 
Constitution.” In addition, Robinson was recognized 
for her service as president for the past two years. 

MISSION 

Educating and 

Empowering 

Women for Better 

Government 

Photos by Judy True 

Ruby Robinson presents awards to 
GFRW Clubs. 

Convention delegates 

More Photos  —  http://voicespublications.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/2015-GFRW-Biennial-
Convention.pdf 
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FOCUS 
Newsletter 

Cindy Theiler — FOCUS editor; associate editor, 
VOICES Magazine 

Sherry Roedl — VOICES Magazine editor; publications 
chair, GFRW 

Judy True — Layout & design editor; editor-in-chief, 
VOICES Publications 

Bobbie Frantz — Webmaster; editor of digital media    

The newsletter staff invites you to submit your ideas for topics 
and club news to include in upcoming editions.  Please send 
items to FOCUS editor at cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.  This is 

YOUR publication; we welcome your suggestions and input! 

Disclaimer: Bylined articles represent the opinions of the authors 
and not necessarily those of GFRW, VOICES Publications, or 

that of the FOCUS staff. 

By Ruby Robinson 
 

I t has been an honor to serve as your president for the past two years. As I     
complete my term, I am leaving one of the most important leadership roles of my 
life. 
 
While there were challenges along the way, we worked through them as a team, 
and I am extremely proud of our accomplishments. Our Red Coat Days at the 
Georgia Capitol were truly remarkable. A big thanks to U.S. Sen. David Perdue   
(R-GA) and to all of the elected officials who so graciously gave of their time to 
make Red Coat Days and our board meetings special events for our members.  
 
Since beginning my term as president, membership has increased from 665 to 
895. I thank everyone who worked so hard to promote membership because it is 
the heart and soul of our organization.   
 
I am extremely proud of two Georgia women — Allison Miller of Griffin and Erica 
Barker of Dahlonega. Griffin was our National Federation of Republican Women 
(NFRW) Pathfinder Scholarship winner and Barker was one of only two women 
selected nationally to receive NFRW’s Dorothy Andres Kabis Memorial Internship. 
 
Congratulations to the many clubs that won achievement awards from NFRW this 
year. My heart was filled with pride as I accepted these awards on your behalf. WE 
did this together.  
 
Presidents make hard decisions. It is the president’s responsibility to support and 
encourage the organization’s members. Presidents inspire, not dictate. I urge new 
club presidents and those continuing as president of their clubs to honor the    
commitments of the positions to which they were elected.  Set your goals high; 
move forward with enthusiasm and anticipation of the election of the next        
Republican president.    
 
I thank you for the opportunity to serve as your president. And as I take leave, I 
know that I leave you in good hands. Good luck in your endeavors. To coin a 
phrase from a presidential candidate, “Together We Can Make America Great 
Again.”  
 
May God bless each of you, this organization, and MAY GOD BLESS AMERICA! 
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N ew officers for 2016-2017 
Who are GFRW’s officers for the next 
two years?  Read their short bios to 
learn more about them. 
 
Barbara Hickey  
President  
A resident of Cobb 
County, Barbara 
Hickey has been 
extremely involved in 
the Cobb County 
Republican Women’s Club, including 
serving as its president in 2010 and 
2014.  She currently serves on the board 
as past president. For six years through 
2014, she led Constitution Day efforts in 
Cobb County and then was the driving 
force to get this program to eventually 
become a statewide initiative under 
State School Superintendent Richard 
Woods.  In GFRW, she has served in 
various roles as well.  She has served 
on the program committee (2009) 
followed by committee chair of Caring for 
America (2009-2011) and 3rd vice 
president (2011-2013).  
 
Sara (Sally) Snyder  
1st Vice President  
Sara Snyder was 
elected 1st vice 
president.   She 
currently serves as 
bylaws chair for 
GFRW, and 
previously served as secretary, district 
director, and chair of the Mamie 
Eisenhower Literacy Project.  In addition 

to GFRW, she has served Gwinnett 
Republican Women as president for 
several terms and treasurer for multiple 
terms.  She is a past treasurer of the 
Gwinnett Republican Party and has 
served multiple terms as 2nd vice chair 
and treasurer of her Congressional 
District.  She has actively served as a 
volunteer in support of several 
candidates in election campaigns.  She 
is a graduate of Coverdell Leadership 
and Campaign School.  Snyder also has 
been a member of the Georgia State 
Republican Committee and served as a 
school district co-chair and precinct co-
chair. 
 
Joyce Hinton  
2nd Vice President  
As a resident of Henry 
County, Joyce Hinton 
has been an active 
member in the 
Republican Women of 
Henry County since 
2009.  In addition to 
serving as 
corresponding secretary, finance 
director, and fundraising chair, she has  
served as chair of various committees. 
Hinton also has served in various 
positions with the Henry County GOP, 
including most recently as immediate 
past chair.  She was honored with a 
resolution at the Henry County 
Republican Convention in 2015 for her 
conservative initiatives and ability to 
leave the party in an outstanding 
financial position.  She worked with the 
Republican National Committee and the 

Georgia Republican Party to establish a 
Victory Center in Henry County during 
the last election cycle.  In the GFRW, 
she has served as 13th district director 
for GFRW for four years, chair of the 
nominating committee (2013), and a 
member of the GFRW standing 
committee on finance the past two 
years.  She currently serves as treasurer 
of the Henry County GOP and 2nd vice 
chair of the 13th Congressional District.   
 
Cindy Theiler  
3rd Vice President  
A Cobb County 
resident, Cindy 
Theiler has been 
active in the 
Republican Party 
since her retirement 
in 2012 following a 
36-year career in the newspaper and 
utility industry.  Since joining CCRWC, 
she has served on its board for almost 
three years, including as co-chair of the 
publications/electronic communications 
committee for two years (2013-2014), 
historian (2013), and recording secretary 
(2015). During this time, she has 
volunteered on various committees and 
received the club’s Sue Everhart Award 
in 2013 for new member most involved 
in her first two years of becoming a 
member.  In addition, she serves as 
associate editor of GFRW’s VOICES 
Magazine and editor of GFRW’s FOCUS 
newsletter.  She is member of the Cobb 
GOP and serves as a precinct chair.  
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VOICESmail 
VOICES Magazine continues to grow and attract contributors and readers.  
More articles are available than can sometimes be included in the regularly-
scheduled issues.  Likewise, we receive articles deserving immediate         
distribution rather than waiting for scheduled publication dates.  
 
The VOICES staff has initiated a news service — via Internet e-mails — 
through which time-sensitive articles may be shared with readers as soon as 
the articles are available.  Such items may be repeated in upcoming issues of 
the magazine, if they are still timely and relevant to our readers’  interests. 

 

Varie Rustin 
Secretary  
Middle Georgia resident Varie Rustin 
became politically active by doing such 
things as serving on candidate 
campaigns, having candidate meet and 
greets at her home, being a panel 
member and moderator at different 
political forums, and serving in another 
organization as Georgia public policy 
chair.  She served as county GOP precinct chair and 
recording secretary.  After joining GFRW in 2007, she was 
selected as District 8 director.  She found 16 women 
interested in joining a Republican women’s club and helped 
initiate Middle Georgia Republican Women as well as 
initiating another club.  She has organized such things as 
campaign bus trips, Constitution Day events in nine schools 
across seven counties, and one District 8 retreat.  In 
addition, Rustin has chaired various club committees and 
served as MGRW president.  GFRW committee 
assignments included Americanism and Campaign.  She 
has participated in four NFRW biennial conventions and 
served terms on the NFRW membership committee. 
 
Billie Dendy 
Treasurer 
A resident of Cobb County, Billie 
Dendy currently serves as GFRW 
treasurer.  She is also active in the 
Cobb GOP and the Cobb County 
Republican Women’s Club where she 
serves as Ways & Means chair.  
Dendy has received multiple awards 
from CCRWC for her long and faithful 
service and outstanding contributions 
to the club and the Republican Party.    

Denise Ognio  
Assistant Treasurer 
A resident of Fayetteville, Denise Ognio enjoys working in 
several capacities within Republican circles.  For the 
Republican Party, Ognio serves as secretary for Georgia’s 
3rd District.  In the Fayette County Republican Party, she 
has served as the vice chair of operations since 2012.  After 
serving as assistant treasurer from 2012-2014, she was 
asked in October to serve as interim treasurer for the Party. 
Since joining the Greater Fayette Republican Women's Club 
(GFRWC) in 2010, Ognio has held several positions and 
currently serves as immediate past president.  While serving 
as GFRWC president, the group received high honors  from  
the National Federation of Republican Women’s Club 
Achievement Awards committee.  Ognio serves as GFRW 
district lead for Club Achievement Awards and was honored 
to lead a seminar on this at Georgia’s GFRW State 
Convention last summer.   
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(Editor’s note: Marjean Birt, a long-time GFRW 
member and active Republican, died Oct. 15. 
Birt was elected GFRW’s Woman of the Year in 
2013. In her memory, we have included Birt’s 
nomination letter from Oct. 26, 2013, with 
permission from its author -- Laurie Padgett, 
GFRW’s 1st vice president. Marjean will be 
missed!)  
 

M 
ARJEAN BIRT: In Consideration for 

“GFRW Woman of the Year, 2013” 

Marjean Birt says she became a 
Conservative Republican when she 

was 4 years old!  Her father had switched from 
being a conservative Democrat to being a 
conservative Republican when President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt started the “lazy 
WPA” (Works Progress Administration), and 
she has been a conservative Republican ever 

since! 

She began her political career in Erie, 
Pennsylvania, 56 years ago when she joined 
the Erie County Republican Women’s Club, 
whose meetings were held at the Presbyterian 
Church.  Marjean became the membership 
chairman, and they soon doubled their 
membership to over 1000, and increased their 
board members to 41.  It was later a great joy 
for her to serve as their president; however, she 
did not finish her term, because she and her 
husband moved back to her hometown of 

Alpharetta, GA. 

One of her greatest pleasures was 
campaigning to elect the very first Republican 
mayor of Erie, PA, and another great delight 
was to run the Erie campaign for our 

Presidential Candidate, Barry Goldwater. 

In Georgia, she continued to work with the state 
office to campaign for Goldwater and later also 
for Gubernatorial candidate, Bo Callaway. She 
has continued to campaign for and support 

Presidential, U.S. Senate, U.S. House, 
Gubernatorial, city, county, and state office 
candidates. She says she campaigned for all 
the Republican Presidential candidates and 
knew most of them.  Marjean very actively 
campaigned for our current 6th District 
Congressman, Dr. Tom Price, who tells folks 
that it’s commonly known that “You can’t get 
put on a ballot for political office in Fulton 
County without Marjean’s approval!”  She is still 
very active as a voter registrar, and has served 
the polls, not only in Georgia, but also in 
Pennsylvania. She has managed polling places 

in Alpharetta, Mountain Park, and Roswell, GA. 

Marjean wrote for a local newspaper for six 
years, and eventually they asked her to cover 
political news. She told them she would only 
cover Republican news, and they accepted her 
offer! During that time when Presidential 
candidate, Ronald Reagan, was in Atlanta, she 
was able to interview him in person!  She was 
very impressed with him because he was so 

humble and down to earth. 

Marjean was instrumental in starting the 
Chattahoochee Republican Women’s Club, and 
with a couple of short exceptions has been their 

president for 22 years. 

The Chattahoochee Club had the privilege of 
sponsoring Ronald Reagan to speak at a 
political event in Atlanta, and Marjean was the 
first Reagan Club Chairman for the 

Chattahoochee RWC. 

Marjean has been actively involved with the 
NFRW for 56 years, and has served as the 6th 
District Director and in two different elected 
positions on the State Board of the Georgia 

Federation of Republican Women.  

Marjean was the Chairman of the Chamber of 

Commerce in Roswell, GA, for seven years.  

She has been involved with the Alpharetta 
Historical Society for decades, and has helped 
to save historical homes in Alpharetta.  In 1991, 
she singlehandedly took on the project of 
moving the historical Mansell House from 
Roswell to a public site in Alpharetta, and then 
took on its restoration.  She was the Mansell 
House Executive Director for 7 years, where 
weddings, receptions, Historical Society 
meetings and other events are routinely held, 

and she is still on their Board of Directors.  

Marjean joined the Alpharetta Woman’s Club in 
1968, was president for several years, and now 
serves as their Parliamentarian. For years she 
organized the Christmas home tours as their 
main source of fundraising. The Alpharetta 
Woman’s Club facility has a marker designating 
it as a historical house, and it is also a very rare 
Sears Roebuck historical home.  
 
Marjean grew up at First Baptist Church of 
Alpharetta. She and her beloved husband, 
Lucas, were married for 54 years and were 
faithful members of their church home, Mt 
Paran Central, for decades. Lucas took early 
retirement from commercial building and for 25 
years they spent their summers at a beach 
cottage on Prince Edward Island, Canada, 
Lucas’s hometown.  They have one daughter, 
Heather, a son-in-law, Sloan, and three 
grandchildren, Trapper, Eli, and Isabelle Graff, 
who live in Louisville, Ky.  
 
Marjean, you are a shining example to all of us, 
and thank you so much for all of your love and 
passion for God and country, and for your 
service to your community spiritually, politically, 

socially, and civically.  

We Love You, Marjean, and May God Richly 

Bless You!  

By Laurie Padgett 
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See what some of our clubs have been up to in 2015!  Please share your club 
news so we all can learn from each other.  Please send your items to 
cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.  

Central Savannah River Area 
Republican Women’s Club 
Contributed by Alice Frye 
 
CSRA RWC welcomed Dr. Craig Albert, 
professor of political science at Augusta 
University, for its October meeting.  Albert 
provided his political analysis of the Republican 
presidential candidates.  Congressman Rick 
Allen is scheduled to speak at our Nov. 24 
meeting.  At this meeting, club officers will be 
elected.  It’s also our annual Adopt a Military 
Family at Christmas night so members are 
asked to bring a gift.  Our club’s Christmas 
party is planned for Dec. 8. 
 
 

Coastal Republican Women’s Club 
Contributed by Reba Reyna 
 
At the club’s October meeting, CRWC 
President Reba Reyna shared stories with club 
members from her trip with the club’s secretary, 
Gussie Gammon, to the National Federation of 
Republican Women’s Biennial Conference in 
Phoenix in September.  Club members who 
travel are asked to save unused personal care 
items that are provided as amenities by their 
hotel/motel and to bring them to a CRWC 
meeting to donate to local shelters and other 
charitable organizations.  Glynn County’s sheriff 
is the club’s scheduled speaker for its 
November meeting.  A Christmas party is also 
planned for Dec. 10.  
 
 
 
 
 

Cobb County Republican Women’s 
Club 
Contributed  by  Cindy Theiler 
 
For the 13th year, CCRWC held its annual 
Veterans Celebration Brunch on Oct. 31.  This 
year’s sold-out event paid special tribute to our 
country’s Vietnam War veterans in observance 
of the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War. 
Terry L. Garlock, a former U.S. Army Cobra 
helicopter gunship pilot in the Vietnam War and 
author of  “Strength & Honor, America’s Best in 
Vietnam,” spoke about the war.  The Peachtree 
City resident said he wrote the book to help 
other veterans share their stories about this war 
so his children and others would know the truth. 
Donna Rowe, CCRWC member and retired 
Army captain who served as a nurse in the 
Vietnam War, served as the chair for the event. 
Special bouquets, handmade by some of the 
committee’s members, were presented to the 
more than 80 Vietnam veterans who attended 
the event to help welcome them home with an 
overdue thank you.  In addition, a remembrance 
ceremony was held during the brunch to pay 
tribute to those members of our armed forces 
that are missing from our ranks.  Thirty women 
served on the planning committee for this year’s 
event, which was held at the Hilton Atlanta/
Marietta Hotel and Conference Center.  

Rowe (L) and Millie Rogers (R ) 
pose with Carley Vogel, Miss 
Cobb County Teen and singer of 
the National Anthem at the 
Veterans Celebration Brunch in 
Marietta. 

A special hand-made bouquet was 
presented to all Vietnam veterans.  
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Floyd County Republican Women 
Contributed by Elaine Watson 
 

The Floyd County Republican Women asked those attending its 
October meeting to bring diapers. The club is donating these 
diapers to the Good Neighbors Ministries in Rome.  The ministry’s 
director was invited to the meeting for the presentation.   

 
Greater Columbia County Republican Women’s 
Club 
Contributed by YeSun Wiltse 
 
The Greater Columbia County Republican Women (GCCRW) had 
a very full year thus far.  We have covered substantive subjects 
(Environmental Protection Agency and utilities regulation, school 
choice, human trafficking, and 9-11 Remembrance--to mention 
just a few) at monthly meetings with outstanding speakers. In 
addition, GCCRW conducted its second annual essay contest for 
fifth to seventh graders at Heritage Academy and awarded prizes 
to the top three winners. This is what Linda Tucciarone, executive 
director of Heritage Academy, said about GCCRW: "GCCRW has 
been a tremendous encouragement to our students. Through 
essay contests, they have provided a forum for our children to 
express their views on school choice and also the founding 
fathers. Both contests have helped to increase the rigor in the 
classroom because the children have been required to do the 
background research on the topics. The club has attended the 
awards ceremony and also hosted the winners at a monthly 
meeting where the children read their essays. We are grateful for 
the opportunity GCCRW has given the children to expand their 
horizons." A new initiative was also begun this year. Heather 
Martin, a GCCRW member, started the Federalist Club. The 
group meets monthly to study and discuss Federalist Papers to 
better understand the founding of our nation. As the group studies 
this important document, we are awed by the wisdom of our 
founding fathers and saddened by how far we have strayed from 
the original intent of forming a great nation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gwinnett Republican Women 
Contributed by Sara Snyder 
 
Gwinnett Republican Women 
has had a great year earning the 
NFRW Diamond award. This fall, 
our programs focused on the 
November election issue of 
ESPLOST renewal (September 
meeting) and the upcoming 
Georgia Legislative 
session. Rep. Chuck Efstration 
presented information on the 
Georgia Fair Tax Bill, which 
already has many sponsors and 
has had the necessary financial 
vetting (October meeting). Our 
November meeting speaker is 
Virginia Galloway who will clarify 
the issues surrounding the Religious Freedom legislation and 
other key bills coming in the 2016 Legislative session. Our 2016 
election will be held during the November meeting. Sara Snyder, 
Toney Lancaster, Carol Field, Linda Williams, Delphina Byrd, and 
Peg Murray also volunteered at the Gwinnett Republican Party 
Booth in September. On Dec. 3, we are participating in a GOP 
Holiday Party in Lawrenceville along with the Gwinnett GOP, 
Conservative Women's Club, and the Young Republicans 
group. Our December Caring for America project will be the 
purchase of a bike and helmet for a foster child through Clark's 
Kids. For more information, please contact Sara Snyder, president 
at: asbs10@comcast.net. 
 

Savannah Area Republican Women  
Contributed by Carol St. Arnaud 
 
Debbie Raciers and Patrice Cole put together a phenomenal book 
on the Constitution to distribute to schools. In addition, they 
organized Constitution Day at Johnson Square on Sept. 17. The 
club is also collecting donations for the Veterans Administration in 
Savannah. Used or new sweaters, hats, gloves, socks, and 
personal items are requested.  

 

South Fulton Republican Women’s Club  
Contributed by Suzanne Holland 
To honor America's veterans, we are collecting gift cards from 
grocery stores and restaurants to send to Fort Gordon's Fisher 
House. Fisher House Foundation is best known for a network of 
comfort homes where military and veterans’ families can stay at 
no cost while a loved one is receiving treatment.  

 
 
 

Snyder (L) and Toney Lancaster 
pictured volunteering at the Gwinnett 
Republican Party booth in September  

Wiltse (standing second on left) poses with the three 
award winners and two school officials during the 
awards presentation. 
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T he word ruby was derived from the Latin word ‘rubens,’ 
meaning red. The color red is associated with love, passion, 
and power. Known as the king of gemstones, rubies 
represent “integrity, devotion, happiness, healing, courage, 
romance, generosity, inspiration, and prosperity.”  One can 
only wonder if the parents of the baby girl they named Ruby, 
had special insight into the future to know that their “Ruby” 
would exemplify the characteristics attributed to such a 
precious gemstone.   
 
For those of us fortunate to call Ruby our friend, we know 
that she is honest to a fault; her generosity knows no 
bounds; and, she is passionately protective of her family and 
friends. Her selflessness knows no bounds.   
 
Robinson has worn many hats. As matriarch of her family, 
she is extremely proud of her daughters and grandchildren. 
Of course, times were not always easy. The loss of her 
husband, Charlie, and grandson, Dalton, were especially 
difficult times in her life. However, she persevered and 
turned adversity into activism and accomplishments.  
 
During her term as GFRW president, she served on and was 
elected chair of the Glynn County Board of Elections, 
president of the Golden Isles Republican Women, and 
district chair for the 1st Congressional District. In addition, 
Robinson served the Georgia GOP as a member of the 
Rules Committee.  
 
Electing Republicans has and continues to be the 
Robinson’s goal and her accomplishments have not gone 
unnoticed. She is a member of the Glynn County Republican 
Party and was inducted into the Glynn County Hall of Fame 
in June. She was elected to the Glynn County Board of 

Education where she served from 2006 until 2010. While on 
the county’s Board of Education, she served on the Policy 
committee and the SACS Accreditation and Personnel 
committee. In 2006, she earned the Glynn County 
Republican Party Volunteer of the Year Award and the Glynn 
County Republican Party Lifetime Achievement Award in 
2007. In 2013, as a lifetime member of the Professional 
Women of Glynn County, Robinson was named the most 
powerful, influential woman in Glynn County. She is a 
graduate of the Coverdell Leadership Institute (CLI), now 
known as Republican Leadership for Georgia.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In addition, you probably didn’t know that Robinson trained 
TSA screeners, was an image consultant, and also served 
as a certified judge for the Miss Georgia and Miss America 
pageants.    
 

 

Spotlight on 
The November Spotlight is on Federation Leader 

Ruby Robinson  

By Sheila Galbreath 

Robinson ( R ) is pictured with  Georgia 
Secretary of State Brian Kemp at her induction 
into the Glynn County Hall of Fame.  (Photo by 
Sheila Galbreath) 



9  

 9 

 
 
 
 

Every club is encouraged to enhance their presence 
by attracting young women in their geographic 
area.  This portfolio prepared by the  NFRW Youth 
Outreach Committee presents ideas and resources 
your club can use to involve young women in your 
group. 
 

Go to your copy of the portfolio at: 
http://voicespublications.com/wp-content/

uploads/2015/01/PORTFOLIO-Millennials-Project-
2014-08-26-Final.pdf  

Robinson is a member of the First Baptist Church of 
Brunswick, the Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce, Glynn 
Academy Alumni, and the  Optimist Club, and serves on 
the board of directors of Georgia Coastal Credit Union. She 
is a past president of the Brunswick Women’s Club and the 
Association of Business Women’s Association. As a 
mentor to children, her love and compassion for others 
shines through. Robinson is especially proud of her work 
as a charter member and past chairman of the board for 
Unity House, a home for abused women and children, and 
her promotion and participation in a community-wide 
reading initiative sponsored by the Golden Isles Arts and 
Humanities Association called “The Big Read.” This 
program was designed to train and encourage volunteers 
to read to elementary school students.  
 
Perhaps you’ve seen Robinson on the campaign trail in 
Glynn County where she served as campaign chair for the 
Saxby Chambliss, Sonny Perdue, Brian Kemp, and Gary 
Black campaigns.  She co-chaired the George W. Bush 
campaign and was frequently seen campaigning for 
Georgia Sen. David Perdue.  
 
Robinson is currently active in the campaign to raise funds 
for the Glynn Academy Alumni Association to restore the 
original Glynn Academy Historic Building.  
 

Rubies are considered one of the most valuable 
gemstones on earth and I think we can agree, our Ruby 
Robinson is a gem among women and through her we 
have the perfect example of love, dedication, and loyalty.  

 
 
 
 

(Editor’s note: FOCUS will periodically “spotlight” GFRW 
members and clubs that are making a difference in 
Georgia. If you know an individual or club that should be 
featured, please contact the FOCUS editor at 
cindy.theiler1@gmail.com.)  

Ruby Robinson (third from left)  receives  appreciation gifts and 
recognition from members and friends during the GFRW 
Biennial Convention in St. Simons.  (Photo by Judy True) 
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F all is the time when ALL federated clubs begin 
membership campaigns to urge members to renew their 
memberships for the coming year.  Every meeting in the 
fall and early winter are opportunities to not only recruit 
new members, but to encourage current members to 
renew.  Members will appreciate a personal call or 
personal email assuring them how important their renewal 
is to your club. 
 
Why do your members drag their feet during the renewal 
process?  Listen to the excuses they give! 
 
EXCUSE #1  Can’t come to meetings because of work,  
frequent travel, conflicts with their schedules, or don’t 
have the time.  Remind them that even if they are too 
busy, they still need the information. Supply an informative 
newsletter summing up points from each meeting. 
 
EXCUSE #2  Lack of transportation.  Find them a ride.  
Set up a car pool in your neighborhood. 
 
EXCUSE #3.  Members are too “clicky.”  I don’t feel 
welcome.  Get your hospitality committee active!  Have 
greeters (at the beginning of the meeting) and thankers to 
thank attendees for coming (at the end of the meeting). 
 
EXCUSE #4.  Don’t know about the meetings so I can- 
not attend.  Provide a variety of  frequent notices and 
emails.  Call  those who have not been attending. 
 
EXCUSE #5.  Don’t like the place we meet, the 
speakers, or the agenda.  Periodically try an evaluation 
form to assess satisfaction with meetings. 
 
EXCUSE #6.  Declined to state a reason or, simply, not 
interested.  Stress political and campaign issues to 
capture their interest. 
 
EXCUSE #7.  Disenchanted with the current 
administration in Washington.  The Republican Party 
doesn’t reflect my views.  The party is not what it used 
to be.  Remind them that the best way to improve the 
situation is to stay/get involved, and put their energy to 
working with others of like mind. 
 
 

T he Georgia Federation’s newest club has come 
on line—35 members strong, and the club sports a 
full program of meetings and local projects.   The 
Republican Women Federated of Habersham 
County is led by officers Mary Lou Berghel, 
president;  Barbara Magley, secretary; and, Lynn 
Pollack, treasurer.   

Habersham President Mary Lou Berhel (L) 
receives the club charter from Judy True, GFRW 
9th District Director. 

The Georgia Federation has also reinstated the 
Republican Women of Forsyth County. The  23 
members of the Forsyth Club are led by Molly 
Cooper, president; Susan Zereini, vice president; 
Marcie Kreager, secretary; and, Charlotte Gardner, 
treasurer.  
 
The addition of the Habersham and Forsyth Clubs 
brings the number of clubs in the GFRW 9th 
Congressional District to five—including Foothills 
Republican Women, North Georgia Republican 
Women, and the Republican Women of Hall.   

10 
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W ant to be a Reagan Club member for 2016? Look for more information in the next issue of FOCUS about how 
you can join. Annual dues are $100. In addition, your local club also can join the Reagan Club. Enjoy extra benefits  
of GFRW when you become a Reagan Club member. Membership dues support GFRW’s efforts to advance the          
participation of Republican women in all areas of politics and to promote Republican candidates and philosophy. See 
list below of members for 2015. If you want to learn more about Reagan Club, please contact Rosan Hall at 
rhall2@aol.com. 

 

Individuals 

• Donna Anderson 

• Billie Dendy 

• Wanda Duffie 

• Sheila Galbreath 

• Gussie Gammon 

• Dee Gay 

• Lydia Hallmark 

 

• Debbie McCord 

• Ruby Robinson  

• Varie Rustin 

• Kathy Strickland 

• Linda Clary-Umberger 

• Chris Waldman  

• Rose Wing 
 

Clubs 
• Coastal Republican                  

 Women’s Club 

• Cobb County Republican 
 Women’s  Club 

• CSRA Republican Women 

• Golden Isles  
 Republican Women 

• Greater Gwinnett  
              Republican Women 

• Middle Georgia  
         Republican Women 

• Republican Women of Henry        
 County 

• Savannah Area  
  Republican Women 

I n keeping with the mission of the 
Georgia Federation of Republican 
Women to educate its members and 
other like-minded women, the GFRW 
Publications Committee has expanded 
its offerings of informative and educa-

tional publications to empower our readers.  Hopefully, you are receiv-
ing VOICES Magazine in your Inboxes three times a year (spring, 
summer, winter).  If not, please let us know so that we can add your 
name to our distribution list.   
 

• VOICES Magazine brings you political and educational articles 
written by local and national politicians, as well as people who 
have expertise in social, economic, and national issues that affect 
all of us in some way.   

 

• “News You Can Use” —  Bobbie Frantz, our digital media editor, 
sends you our “News You Can Use” in the form of VOICESmail 
on a weekly basis.  This is a collection of articles we hope will be 
of interest to you.   

 
 

• FOCUS — Our newest publication is a newsletter containing 
information specific to GFRW and NFRW.  It is designed for 
GFRW’s local clubs to share information on what they are doing 
in their communities to make their citizenry aware of the good 
works that Republicans do on a daily basis.  The success of FO-
CUS is dependent on you!  The content comes from you!  Please 
keep Cindy Theiler updated on the news of your club and its 
members.  One of the exciting features of FOCUS is our Spotlight 
section where we highlight a club or a member deserving of spe-
cial praise.  We have many unsung heroes among us.  Let’s give 
them the extra pat on the back and show them they are appreci-
ated. 

 
These publications are for you.  We welcome your constructive criti-
cism, as we constantly strive to make each of our publications better 
from one issue to the next.  Please email your feedback to Sherry 
Roedl at sroedl@gmail.com.  GFRW won the coveted NFRW Public 
Relations Award a few years ago.  It’s time for us to shine once again 
by winning the traveling trophy.  With your help, we can help make that 
happen!  

 

Sherry Roedl, VOICES Magazine editor & GFRW Publications Chair 

 


